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CrossRef Invites You to its Labs 

Geoffrey Bilder, director of strategic initiatives 
at CrossRef, announced in October 2009 the 
creation of CrossRef Labs website, <http://

labs.crossref.org>, which will be the home for some 
of the prototypes and experiments that CrossRef is 

developing. Bilder wrote: 
“Here you can find links to 
various tools and services 
that either make it easier to 
use CrossRef services (e.g., 

Blog/Ubiquity plugins and OpenSearch Description 
files) or that serve to illustrate a concept that has been 
of interest to our members (InChI lookup, TOI-DOIs).”

Of particular interest to IUPAC circles is the InChI 
lookup. The idea is to create a mechanism that would 
allow CrossRef publishers to record InChIs in their 
submitted CrossRef metadata. This, in turn, would 
allow CrossRef to provide a service that allows users 
to look up the published articles that mention a par-
ticular InChI, and look up the InChIs mentioned in a 
published article.

Users should be aware that the CrossRef Labs 
home page has the following admonition: “Most of 
the experiments linked to here are running on R&D 
equipment in a nonproduction environment. They may 
disappear without warning and/or perform erratically. 
If one of them isn’t working for some reason, come 
back later and try again.”

CrossRef is a not-for-profit membership association 
whose mission is to enable easy identification and use 
of trustworthy electronic content by promoting the 
cooperative development and application of a sustain-
able infrastrusture.

 http://labs.crossref.org

Primary Data for Chemistry

In collaboration with the German National Library 
of Science and Technology (TIB), the scientific 
publisher Thieme is making primary chemistry data 

accessible worldwide. Analytical data, from various 
experiments, is the foundation of research work and 
scientific papers. From now on, primary data will be 
registered and made available online via the Thieme 
eJournals website using digital object recognition in 
the form of Digital Object Identifiers (DOI). This will 
enable scientists to easily locate research articles, 
including accompanying data, and make enhanced 
use of the scientific content.

Primary data is scientific data gathered from experi-
mental measurements and predominately available 
in electronic formats. In the field of chemistry, such 
data is accumulated by a variety of analytical, spec-
troscopic, or computer simulation methods. Thus far, 
the vast amount of data lies scattered on the comput-
ers of scientists who have produced the information. 
As no central repository exists, no archival storage is 
possible at the moment. Scientific results are solely 
published in journals—but not the primary data from 
which those results originate. Due to the 
missing credit that working up such data 
currently receives, primary data is often 
poorly documented, difficult to access, 
and not saved for the long term.

Susanne Haak, the managing editor 
responsible for chemistry journals at 
Thieme explains, “Access to primary data 
is a fundamental condition for research 
work, particularly in the natural sci-
ences.” Therefore, Thieme and experts from TIB have 
developed a uniform structure for publishing primary 

Major Update to IYC Website 
Completed

If you haven’t visited the IYC2011 website lately, you 
really should stop by and experience the site’s dynamic 
new features, which enable chemists across the globe 

to connect with one another and share ideas, activities and 
events related to the international year of chemistry. This 
phase of the IYC2011 website is a continuation of the tech-
nical work initiated in 2009 with the BitGroup, a Boston-
based web design company. 

 www.chemistry2011.org
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