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Plants as sources for nutraceuticals in Latin America is 
an important objective in the development of societies 
of Latin America. Culture and tradition offer magnifi-
cent examples of the use of plants by these societies in 
the interest of world health. The history of the Aztecs, 
Mayas and Incas, among others, of great importance 
in the region, confirm this proposal. Over time, the 
search for medicinal agents with plant origin has been 
initiated and the history is rich in results of great inter-
est using this approach. As a result of the develop-
ment of societies, a new approach of great interest for 
both health and the economy that is in the interest of 
all, and especially in that of the region, now appears on 
the scene. We are referring to the nutraceuticals and 
functional foods. The developed societies are seeing 
the food complements, in the interest of health, as an 
important approach. On the one hand, the additives 
to these foods are being taken into consideration and 
on the other hand, the foods themselves are being 
considered for their benefits for health. It is in this 
last approach where the contribution of these Latin 
American societies, in the interest of all, is especially 
important. The use of plants with benefits for conserv-
ing health and recuperating from disease is identified 
in their own traditions. In this project the problem in 
the Latin American societies has been put forth, and 
specific studies have been developed in different areas 
of the region.

It is important to point out that, in general terms, 
the possibility of commercializing plants or their 
extracts or other formulations is much more accessible 
to the development of the region than the identifica-
tion of the individual active molecule in each plant. 
Naturally, the importance of finding these active 
ingredients can not be excluded but the possibility of 
using the properties of these plants of American tradi-
tion in the form of functional foods has been studied. 
This work completes project <www.iupac.org/web/
ins/2005-031-2-700>.
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Biomolecular screening is now a crucial component 
of the drug discovery process, and this glossary will 
be of use to practitioners in the field of screening and 
to those who interact with the screening community. 
The glossary contains definitions related to various 
aspects of the screening process such as assay types, 
data handling, and relevant technologies. Many of the 
terms used in this discipline are not covered by exist-
ing glossaries, and where they are, the definitions are 
often not appropriate for this field. Where appropriate, 
this document provides new or modified definitions 
to better reflect the new context. The field of biomo-
lecular screening is multidisciplinary in nature, and 
this glossary, containing authoritative definitions, will 
be useful not only for regular practitioners, but also 
for those who make use of data generated during the 
screening process.

 http://dx.doi.org/10.1351/PAC-REC-09-05-03
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Supplemented temperature/composition phase dia-
grams include the non-equilibrium glass-transition 
temperature (Tg) curve and equilibrium ice-melting 
and solubility curves. The inclusion of the non-equi-
librium curve allows one to establish relationships 
with the time coordinate and, thus, with the dynamic 
behavior of systems, provided that the thermal history 
of such systems is known. The objective of this report 
is to contribute to the potential applications of supple-
mented state diagrams for aqueous glass-formers, 
in order to describe the influence of water content, 

Making an imPACt
Recent IUPAC technical reports and recommendations 
that affect the many fields of pure and applied chemistry. 
See also www.iupac.org/publications/pac
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