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An argument against such an expansion has been that 
enlisting a chemical does not change anything since all 
chemicals that are used to kill people by defi nition be-
come chemical weapons. This indeed curbed the dis-
cussion for about 25 years—until last month. When the 
States Parties assembled in The Hague to their 24th 
session at the end of November last year, the CWC 
was amended for the fi rst time ever. The amendment 
amounted to adding of a series of novichoks (see Fig-
ure) to the annex on chemicals to the Convention, as 
proposed by Canada, United States and the Netherlands 
[2]. For many chemists, this addition will make them 
aware of a new structural feature to watch out for in a 
chemical-weapons context, the O=P-N moiety, but the 
novichoks are chemical weapons weather they are listed 
or not, so their inclusion has no practical consequence 
really [3]. However, from a diplomatic point of view the 
amendment looks diff erent. Thus, the Director-General 
of OPCW, H.E. Mr Fernando Arias, made the point that 

this amendment is important because it “demonstrates 
the adaptability of the Convention to changing threats 
while enhancing the OPCW’s ability to remain vigilant, 
agile, and fi t for purpose [4].”
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IUPAC-SOLVAY International 
Award for Young Chemists—
Call for Nominations

The IUPAC-SOLVAY International 
Award for Young Chemists is 
intended to encourage outstand-

ing young research scientists at the 
beginning of their careers. The awards 
are given for the most outstanding Ph.D. 
theses in the general area of the chemi-
cal sciences, as described in a 1000-word 

essay. The award is generously sponsored by Solvay.

In 2020 IUPAC will award up to fi ve prizes. Each prize 
will consist of USD 1000 cash and travel expenses to 
the 2021 IUPAC Congress in Montréal, Canada (13-20 
Aug 2021; iupac2021.org). In keeping with IUPAC’s sta-
tus as a global organization, eff orts will be made to en-
sure fair geographic distribution of prizes. The awards 
will be presented at the 2021 IUPAC Congress. Each 
awardee will be invited to present a poster on his/her 
research and to participate in a plenary award session, 
and is expected to submit a review article for publica-
tion in Pure and Applied Chemistry.

Application deadline 15 February 2020

https://iupac.org/2020-iupac-solvay-international-award-for-young-chemists/

BIPM and IUPAC formalize a long-
standing cooperation

IUPAC has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Bureau International des Poids 
et Mesures (BIPM). Signed 

on 17 October 2019 at the 
BIPM during the meeting 
of the National Metrology 
Institutes (NMI) Directors, 
the MoU formalizes the 
long-standing coopera-
tion between the BIPM 
and IUPAC.

The BIPM-IUPAC Memo-
randum of Understanding 
was signed by Wynand Louw, 
President of the CIPM, and by Chris- to-
pher M.A. Brett, Vice President of IUPAC, on behalf of 
the IUPAC President, Qifeng Zhou.

The BIPM has for many years been represented on 
the IUPAC Interdivisional Committee on Terminology, 
Nomenclature and Symbols (ICTNS), and IUPAC par-
ticipates in the Consultative Committee for Amount 
of Substance (CCQM), the Consultative Committee for 
Units (CCU), and the Joint Committee for Guides in 
Metrology (JCGM).
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