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SPONSORS

The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, established in 1926 in Flint, 
Michigan, by an automotive pioneer, is a private philanthropy committed 
to supporting projects that promote a just, equitable and sustainable so-
ciety. It supports nonprofit programs throughout the United States and, 
on a limited geographic basis, internationally. Grantmaking is focused in 
four programs: Civil Society, Environment, Flint Area and Education. In 
addition to Flint, offices are located in metropolitan Detroit, Johannesburg and London. With year-end 
assets of approximately $2.7 billion in 2015, the Foundation made 400 grants totaling more than $119 
million. For more information, visit www.mott.org.

The Association for Research on Nonprofit Organizations and 
Voluntary Action (ARNOVA) is the U.S.-based, national and in-
ternational association that connects scholars, teachers, and practi-
ce leaders interested in research on nonprofit organizations, volun-
tary action, philanthropy and civil society. Founded in 1971 as the Association of Voluntary Action Scholars, 
ARNOVA is a neutral, open forum committed to strengthening the research about and helping shape better 
practice in these realms. We bring together both theoretical and applied interests, helping scholars gain in-
sight into the day-to-day concerns of third-sector organizations, while providing nonprofit professionals with 
connections to research they can use to improve the work of their organizations and the quality of life for 
citizens and communities. Principal activities include an annual conference, publications, electronic discus-
sions and special interest groups. ARNOVA sponsors an annual issue of policy briefs in Nonprofit Policy 
Forum.

The nonprofit Urban Institute is dedicated to eleva-
ting the debate on social and economic policy. For 
nearly five decades, Urban scholars have conducted 
research and offered evidence-based solutions that 
improve lives and strengthen communities across a 
rapidly urbanizing world. Their objective research helps expand opportunities for all, reduce hardship among 
the most vulnerable, and strengthen the effectiveness of the public sector.

The Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs was 
established at Cleveland State University in 1977, and serves as 
the academic home for students interested in leadership roles in 
the public, nonprofit, and private sectors, as well as the home for 
faculty who generate new knowledge that often helps shape ur-
ban policy.  The Levin College is dedicated to excellence in teaching, research, and service through active 
engagement in improving and creating opportunities for the citizens of the Greater Cleveland region and the 
state of Ohio. The Levin College community—faculty, staff, and students—values creating and transmitting 
knowledge, intellectual freedom and debate, collaboration, diversity in all of its forms, and civic engagement 
that strengthens our nation’s democratic ideals. Our focus on mission and the interplay of research and practi-
ce makes us unique among our peer group.

The Humphrey School of Public Affairs at the 
University of Minnesota ranks among the country’s 
top 10 professional public policy and planning 
schools and is long noted for equipping students to 
play key roles in public life at the local, state, national, and global levels. Its Public and Nonprofit Lea-
dership Center creates and nurtures excellence in public affairs management and leadership through 
research, teaching, professional development, and outreach, and is a vital resource for community part-
ners.
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