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Dedication

I realized on a trip home in July of 2016 that this book is for my dad. 
Books mattered so much to him that as a boy, he once told me, he lost 
some of his sight reading by kerosene lamp. It was for him in part as 
one more attempt to confront his lifelong pain at having had to quit his 
schooling at age twelve. That was a  thing that happened in Iowa 
childhoods in  those days, so that kids could start working. It’s for how 
hard it always was to convince him that that circumstance said no more 
about him than outward signs say about the large number of abject 
morons afoot who’ve managed to secure elite degrees. But it is also for 
him  because, beginning with the power it had when he first told me as 
a young man that he liked my writing, I keep realizing in how many 
dif er ent, small ways he made me who I am. In that re spect he is like the 
clouds in Iowa. I never gave them much thought  until I’d lived away for 
many years, despite the  great and quiet size of the skies in flat lands.



Amazon was using e- book discounting to destroy bookselling. . . .  The irony 
bites hard. . . .  This would be tragic for all of us who value books, and the cul-
ture they support.

— Scott Turow, President, Authors Guild, March 9, 2012

[Amazon’s eBook pricing policy was] impervious, of course, to the . . .  overall 
welfare of the industries in which it [was] operating. . . .  The book publishing 
industry was and is one of delicate balances and cross- supports. It has a cultural 
role in a civilised society, and a sublime one. New, potentially impor tant and per-
haps  great authors need to be found. They need to be nurtured.

— Tim Waterstone, Founder, Waterstones Booksellers, April 6, 2012

I say to you that the VCR is to the American film producer . . .  as the Boston 
Strangler is to the  woman home alone.

— Jack Valenti, President, Motion Picture Association of Amer i ca, April 12, 1982

[If player pianos are permitted to exist, then] a condition is almost sure to arise 
where all incentive to further creative work is lacking and compositions  will no 
longer flow from [composers’] pens.

— John Philip Sousa, 1906


