
Preface

In this book I propose a theoretical framework for organ izing and ex-
plaining the research that my colleagues and I did from 1998 to 2017 in 
the Department of  Developmental and Comparative Psy chol ogy of  the 
Max Planck Institute of  Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany. 
It is presented as a more or less coherent story, but the story line was not 
 there from the beginning. It emerged only through the work. The theo-
retical framework owes much to my colleagues, although,  needless to say, 
they do not all agree with all of  it.

My main acknowl edgment is thus to the Leipzig team as a  whole for 
their exceptional work and dedication to the scientific enterprise. Many 
of  their studies are cited  here. Of  my numerous colleagues over the years, 
I would like to single out my se nior partners who  were  there for the du-
ration. Elena Lieven was my one age- mate throughout, serving as a con-
stant reminder that nothing says  human uniqueness like language (and 
often serving as my social conscience as well). Josep Call was the ape 
 house, from designing its testing rooms to designing brilliant experiments, 
and the ape work simply could not have been done without him. Malinda 
Carpenter was my main partner in crime when we first began thinking 
at our almost daily lunches for several years about  human uniqueness in 
terms of  shared intentionality (although we still disagree about some 
points). Crucial to the enterprise as well  were Katharina Haberl, who cre-
ated and supervised our incomparable child laboratory, and Henriette 
Zeidler, who was the orga nizational hub through whom, and  because of  
whom, every thing worked.

I also would like to express my deepest gratitude to the Max Planck 
Society, without doubt the best scientific organ ization in the world, and 
to my colleagues in the other four departments of  the Max Planck Insti-
tute for Evolutionary Anthropology, without doubt the best institute of  
its kind in the world. The working atmosphere for  those nineteen years 
was, in a word, inspirational. It was a privilege to work in the society and 
at the institute.
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In terms of  this book in par tic u lar, I would like to thank first and fore-
most my wife, Rita Svetlova, for providing numerous helpful comments 
on many ideas and phrasings in vari ous parts of  the book. In addition, I 
thank Jan Engelmann, who read the entire manuscript and gave helpful 
feedback, particularly on the second chapter. And fi nally, I thank Andrew 
Kinney at Harvard University Press as well as HUP’s three anonymous 
reviewers for helpful feedback on the penultimate draft.

Note that many of  the studies cited in this book have videos 
of the  children or the apes performing in (usually) one condi-
tion in the task. They can be viewed by scientists and educators 
(for scientific and educational purposes) at:

http://www.becoming-human.org/
Username: developmental
Password: psychology

http://www.becoming-human.org/


Becoming  Human




