Introduction
There are 196 countries in the world in 20121 and all of them have schools, colleges, and universities to educate their children. Many countries in the western
world and in developing nations have excellent educational institutions with
good libraries to support their academic programs. There are many excellent
public and special libraries also in some western and other nations. On the
other hand, many developing nations are behind in their efforts to improve libraries and introduce technology in their libraries. Recession and bad economic
conditions since 2008 have made a deep impact on the progress of libraries all
over the world but poor developing countries have suffered more than developed
nations. They are struggling to catch up to serve the needs of their population in
this information age of the twenty ﬁrst century. There are many reasons for the
slow progress of libraries – including wars and uprisings – in countries of Africa,
Asia and Middle East; this can be seen in countries such as Afghanistan, Egypt,
Iraq, Libya, Mali, Rwanda, Somalia, Syria and other nations. A few developing
countries including Argentina, Brazil, China and India have made efforts to
improve their libraries and have introduced technology because they want to
make progress and improve literacy rate in their countries.
Volume 2 of Libraries in the Early 21st Century: An International Perspective includes chapters from many countries of all continents. Authors
have discussed the progress made by their libraries including introduction of
technology in the information age for the beneﬁt of their children, students,
scholars and other citizens. They have also discussed the progress their libraries
will make during the next ﬁfteen years. It will help library leaders and political leaders of all nations to discuss the ways to bring equality of access to
information in all nations in the twenty ﬁrst century.
I want to thank all authors who took time to do research and wrote chapters
for the book, my daughter Mohini Sharma for her help in editing the manuscript
and two graduate assistants Divya Sudireddy and Swathi Komatireddy for their
help in preparing the manuscript for publication. I also want to thank the publisher and Dr. Alice Keller, Editorial Director of the De Gruyter/Saur for their
guidance and for providing the ﬁnishing touches to the manuscript and preparing
it for publication.
It is a comprehensive book with ﬁrst hand and up-to-date information on
libraries of many countries from all continents. It will help students and faculty
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