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MASTERPLAN PHASE 2:
ENHANCE & DEVELOP
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ENTRANCES & FEES

ORGANIZEMASTERPLAN PHASE 2: ENHANCE & DEVELOP

To ensure access to all of the Shobak 
proposed protected area, entrance fees 
differ depending on visitor type. For in-
stance, Shobakis pay a small fee, Jordani-
ans a larger fee, and foreign tourists the 
largest fee. The entrance fee amount re-
mains affordable for Jordanians’ average 
salary baseline and takes into account 
their generally large families. 

In order to ease the control of its access, 
the planning of the Shobak proposed pro-
tected area’s entries takes into account 
the existing vehicular and pedestrian in-
frastructure and the projected most trav-
eled tourist routes. Three locations are 
proposed as entry and ticket-purchasing 
points. These three entry points are lo-
cated so as to channel the majority of 
tourists approaching the site through the 
departure points below:

•  Feynan Ecolodge and the Dana Bio-
sphere Reserve to the north

• Petra via Namla Road to the south
•  The viewing platform, Mansura, and 

the Desert Ephemera Ecolodge to  
the east

1. North Entry Point
Existing: Existing parking and shuttle ser-
vice station for the Feynan Ecolodge.
Focus: Managing tourists arriving from 

Feynan Ecolodge, the Dead Sea Highway,  
or the Dana Biosphere Reserve.
Goals: Regulating all entries into the site 
from the northern boundary, especially en-
tering the Wadi Araba corridor.
Services: Entrance ticket sales, maps and 
information, gift boutique, supply shop, 
guide and driver meeting point.

2. Junction Entry Point 
Existing: A dedicated section of the Desert 
Ephemera Ecolodge. Visitors will arrive via 
shuttle from the Shobak Castle Visitor Center.
Focus: Addressing tourists arriving from the 
King’s Highway or the Dana Biosphere Reserve.
Goals: Regulating all entries into the site 
from the eastern boundary.
Services: Entrance ticket sales, maps and 
information, supply shop, guide and driver 
meeting point, café/restaurant.

3. South Namla Entry Point
Existing: An existing Bedouin-style campsite.
Focus: Managing tourists arriving from 
Wadi Musa and Petra via Namla Road.
Goals: Regulating tourists entering the site 
from the southern boundary seeking en-
trance into the Wadi Araba corridor.
Services: Ticket sales, maps and informa-
tion, and other services to be negotiated 
with the campsite owner. 
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Elevation: 1,300 m
Seasonality: Closed in winter
Difficulty: Easy–Medium
Guide: Not required
Tourist Type: Soft Adventurer, 
Luxury Tourist, Cultural Tourist
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Elevation: 1,300 m
Seasonality: Closed in winter
Difficulty: Easy–Medium
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Elevation: 250 m
Seasonality: Winter and Spring
Difficulty: Medium
Guide: Recommended
Tourist Type: Soft Adventurer, 
Hard Adventurer, Cultural Tourist
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Elevation: 250–1,300 m
Seasonality: Closed in flood season
Difficulty: Medium–Difficult
Guide: Required
Tourist Type: Hard Adventurer, Ecotourist
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KINGKS HIGHWAK WADI ARABA WADI CROSS CORRIDORS

Elevation: 250 m
Seasonality: Winter and Spring
Difficulty: Medium
Guide: Recommended
Tourist Type: Soft Adventurer, 
Hard Adventurer, Cultural Tourist
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SECONDARY CORRIDORS

UPGRADEMASTERPLAN PHASE 2: ENHANCE & DEVELOP

inside the SPPA. Therefore, Phase 2 of 
the masterplan highly recommends that 
they only be accessible with a guide dur-
ing spring and winter. Their trails should 
focus on the wadis’ fauna and flora, which 
radically fluctuates not only with seasons, 
but also as the topography and geology 
change along the wadis. Ephemeral flora 
blooms could become a highlight of these 
two trails.

Phase 1 of the masterplan has focused 
only on the eastern corridors situated out-
side the SPPA (Mountain and High Trails), 
while the corridors inside the SPPA and 
along its western edge (Wadi Araba) were 
not included. The strategy was to first de-
velop areas already in use and easily ac-
cessible from the Shobak Castle Visitor 
Center and the viewing platform. In Phase 
2 of the masterplan, both the corridors in-
side the SPPA (Wadi Barwas, Wadi Al Feid, 
and Wadi Araba) and on its remaining 
periphery (King’s Highway) are to be up-
graded. These are referred to as secondary 
corridors due to their planned low volume 
of traffic. Indeed, no major activities be-
sides trekking, nor new construction would 
be added— unlike in the High and Mountain 
Trails, which will still concentrate most of 
the pedestrian traffic around the SPPA. As 
a result, visitor impact will be limited as it 
will remain concentrated in the highly ser-
viced High and Mountain Trails. To render 
these two trails even more attractive, they 
will be equipped with new trekking tours, 
view points, activities with nomads, and 
wayfinding and information signage. 

Another strategy to minimize tourists’ 
impact is to market Phase 2 trails depend-
ing on seasons. A rotating use of corridors 
and their associated trails will foster a dis-

continuous use, thereby allowing ecosys-
tems to recover.

The secondary corridors’ four upgraded 
trails could be used on their own to either 
experience Shobak and reach Petra, or as a 
two-day-long activity departing from the 
ecolodge or from upgraded tent camps. 
The trails could also be assembled accord-
ing to the timeframe and level of difficulty 
that tourists prefer.

In order to promote the secondary cor-
ridors and encourage their discovery and 
use, each one is imparted with a clear 
identity: Wadi Araba focuses on nomad 
interaction and desert fauna and flora 
experience; the King’s Highway corridor 
on abandoned villages and agricultural 
landscapes; and the cross corridors on the 
changing ecosystems of Shobak and their 
ephemeral character.

Wadi AraKa Corridor
The Wadi Araba area is a vast, flat plain, 

populated by nomads during the winter and 
spring seasons. Only a few nomads from the 
Amareen tribes remain in Wadi Araba dur-
ing summer; temperatures can reach —0—C 
and there is not much grazing space for 
goat and camel herds. Hence, Wadi Araba 
will be promoted as a winter and spring 
destination that focuses on nomadic en-

counters and the discovery of the arid 
plain’s fauna and flora. The trail developed 
in this corridor will start in Wadi Hagneh, 
cross Wadi Barwas, get to the Abu Mah-
moud peak, and finally end in picturesque 
Wadi Al Namla. This wadi was named Namla 
(ant) because of its association with pil-
grims, who looked like ants when viewed 
from Shobak’s mountaintops. The trail will 
include stops for tea with nomads and en-
counters with herds of goats and camels, 
and associated activities.

KingKs Highway Corridor
This corridor connects a series of aban-

doned stone villages, some of which are to 
be converted into accommodations. The 
trail to be developed in this corridor will 
allow tourists to experience the vernacular 
architecture and its terraced agricultural 
landscapes. Food tasting and farming 
tours could complement the trail’s ac-
tivities. The trail could start at the Shobak 
Castle, pass through women’s cooperatives 
(by shuttle), Old Al Jaheer, Old Al Shimakh, 
and Old Hawala villages, and end at the Al 
—aitouneh mountain viewpoint.

The EastKWest Corridors
These two corridors, Wadi Barwas and 

Wadi Al Feid, are almost entirely located 
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Welcome to the 
park of the desert 

ephemera. Shobak’s  
diverse arid land-
scapes, including 
mountains, wadis, 

and plateaus,  expe-
rience magical and 

unsuspected blooms 
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with a knowledge-

able local guide can 
take you to experi-
ence these unique 
manifestations of 

desert flora.

MARKETING & BRANDING
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ZONING STRATEGY

UPGRADEMASTERPLAN PHASE 2: ENHANCE & DEVELOP

In Phase 1 of the masterplan, the geol-
ogy of Shobak has been at the core of the 
marketing strategy. Once the SPPA is more 
established and accessible to tourists, it is 
key to portray it as a new typology of Jor-
danian nature reserves by highlighting its 
most appealing attributes and describing 
how the local population is involved in pres-
ervation efforts. Indeed, in order to attract 
visitors, Shobak needs to stand out from 
the RSCN’s other protected areas, espe-
cially nearby the Dana Biosphere Reserve. 
It should demonstrate that it can offer an 
exceptional experience for nature lovers, 
even though it is not yet a formal protected 
area. Shobak’s most unique natural feature 
is its drastic topographical change and di-
verse ecosystems. These ecosystems offer 
episodic floral displays, as heavy rainfalls 
induce ephemeral blossoming of desert flo-
ra. For instance, during early spring, both 
the Mountain and High Trails are sprinkled 
with white blooms of Urginea maritima. The 
ecotourism expert Weaver (2001) highlights 
in his seminal Encyclopedia of Tourism that 
such seasonal events are not only a big at-
tractor for tourists, but also encourage 
multiple visits. Hence, Shobak’s branding 
should focus on the theme of ephemera, 
and thus showcase in its promotional ma-
terial photos of floristic seasonal events as 

well as their localization in the protected 
area vis-à-vis the trails.

The zoning of the Shobak proposed pro-
tected area promotes a new dynamic mod-
el of park management. In fact, the zoning 
strategy allows for a gradual transforma-
tion of the SPPA into a conservation zone, 
or eventually a protected area. 

In a first phase, the zoning of the SPPA 
and its surroundings will follow seasonal 
fluctuations: during grazing season, parts 
of the conservation zones will become 
semi-intensive zones where herds are al-
lowed. Outside of the grazing season, all 
of the SPPA except the wadi cross corri-
dors will be a controlled conservation area. 
However, the two wadi cross corridors, 
which are rich in fauna and flora and of-
fer attractive landscapes for tourists, will 
remain semi-intensive zones dedicated to 
guided nature tours at all times. No graz-
ing will be allowed in these sensitive areas, 
and tours will be limited to spring and win-
ter. The area located between the SPPA and 
the Dana Biosphere Reserve will become 
a semi-intensive controlled zone, since it 
will act as an ecological corridor between 
the two biodiverse and ecologically sensi-
tive areas. In a second phase, grazing will 
be phased out inside the SPPA. Seasonal 
hunting will be tolerated only in the inten-
sive use area, and will hopefully be eradi-
cated with time.


