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Preface 

JÖRG ROGGE, SPOKESPERSON OF THE RESEARCH UNIT  
HISTORICAL CULTURAL SCIENCES 
 
 
Since the start of our Research Unit Historical Cultural Sciences (For-
schungsschwerpunkt Historische Kulturwissenschaften) ten years ago 
we had the objective to include young researchers into our activities. A 
means to foster the PhD students and Post-Docs is the Forum Junge 
Kulturwissenschaften (Forum Young Cultural Sciences). As a member 
of the Forum the young researchers get the opportunity to profit from 
the diverse opportunities, which the Forum offers.  

The opportunity I like to stress here is the financial supporting for 
them to take part at international conferences, give papers about the 
issue of their PhD-project or present a panel together. To offer these 
opportunities and to support the young researchers to get in contact with 
the international academic world is one important aspect of our work 
with the research focus. 

This volume presents a selection of papers delivered by our young 
colleagues at conferences in Italy (Pisa, Triest, Verona) Scotland (Ab-
erdeen, Edinburgh, St Andrews), South Africa (Johannesburg), and 
Sweden (Umea). With intent, the papers are presented here more or less 
as they have been given on the spot without much revision.  

One purpose of the articles in this collection is to show the range of 
ideas the young researchers have developed and how they use the 
methods of cultural history to deal with their topics. Another purpose is 
to demonstrate that we have been quite successful with our efforts to 
support the members of the Forum to get in contact with the interna-
tional academic networks over the last ten years.  
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We hope that our Research Unit will be able to carry on with this kind 
of support to assist the next generation of young scholars to “become 
international”. 
 
Jörg Rogge       Mainz, June 2018 
 

Doing Cultural History 
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Introduction 

JUDITH MENGLER, KRISTINA MÜLLER-BONGARD 
 
 
The Research Unit Historical Cultural Sciences (FSP) was founded in 
2008 as an institution for profile-building in the humanities and cultural 
sciences at the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz. It facilitates the 
interdisciplinary collaboration of the cultural sciences and humanities 
disciplines located at Mainz University. The FSP also provides a plat-
form for young academics by the means of the ‘Young Cultural Scienc-
es’ Forum. Thereby, the Forum intends to provide doctoral candidates 
and postdoctoral students pursuing projects with possibilities for net-
working and support. Theoretical and methodological bases, as well as 
prominent texts of the cultural sciences are discussed within the Forum 
as frequently as three to four meetings per semester. In particular, these 
texts are reviewed to evaluate their benefit on the members’ own pro-
jects. Additionally, topics concerning the practical scientific work, the 
writing process, and time management are also discussed. Excursions to 
exhibitions, collections, or historical monuments are organised with the 
aim of exploring new fields of knowledge or promoting the knowledge-
share between the disciplines. 

In addition to that, the Forum arranges external contacts, an-
nouncements and scholarships. In fact, the early-stage researchers can 
profit of the FSP’s national and international partners and start building 
their own professional network. They also have the possibility of apply-
ing for financial support for travel expenses relating to the participation 
in international conferences or research journeys. Financial support is 
also granted for the organisation of workshops with well-known repre-
sentatives from various disciplines – at once a good opportunity for 
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young scholars to train their employability and talent for managing 
events. At the present, over 50 young academics from various disci-
plines are involved in the Forum. 

The idea for this book was spontaneous, and so was the selection of 
the requested contributors. As the FSP especially focuses in the promo-
tion of young researchers, the idea of releasing a volume in the FSP’s 
book series that brings together some of the FSP-funded papers at inter-
national conferences, came up on the occasion of Research Unit’s tenth 
anniversary – the book is of course only a fraction of the FSP-funded 
papers and projects. In fact, over the last ten years, the FSP has funded 
numerous conference trips and research stays for the young researchers 
from the Forum. One of the most frequented events was the annual 
conference of the International Society for Cultural History (ISCH), and 
therefore the volume comprises of selected papers from the FSP’s con-
tributions to this meeting. 

In 2014, the ISCH took place in Johannesburg, South Africa, and it 
was themed “Cultures of Damaged Societies: from Post-Conflict Reso-
lution to Intercultural Dialogue”. Matthias Däumer, Davina Brückner 
and Kristina Müller-Bongard represented the FSP there with a panel on 
“Communicating Peace”. This was about the forms of artistic commu-
nication, which are based on a structure of conflict. There, peace can 
only be communicated implicitly: in the graphical background or be-
tween the lines. The panel’s objective was to take peace and peace 
agreements as central subjects of research and to show how, against all 
odds, these were mediated in the Middle Ages and Early Modern Times 
(12th c.-17th c.). Different media are taken into account in order to per-
mit a broad overview of the topic, such as medieval romance, chroni-
cles and also pictorial arts.  

In this book, MATTHIAS DÄUMER focuses on courtly romances of 
the late 12th and early 13th century, especially on Wolfram from Esch-
enbach’s Parzival. He reflects on the figures of Gawein, Parzival, Feire-
fiz and the neutral angels to show how Wolfram describes his ideas of 
peace and peaceful acting.   

DAVINA BRÜCKNER takes a look on four chronicles from 13th to 15th 
century regarding the peace treaty of Edinburgh-Northampton of 1328 
between England and Scotland. Therefore, she takes into account two 
chronicles of English and two of Scottish provenience. By concentrat-
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ing on the respective text passages and their narrative structure, she 
states that the communication of peace plays a less important role than 
the communication of war and conflicts. 

The subject of the following contribution is a further peace treaty in 
Europe. KRISTINA MÜLLER-BONGARD focuses on the Peace of Münster 
in 1648 and its visual representation. The painting by the Dutch artist 
Gerard ter Borch is central, and it shows a snapshot of the peace mak-
ing event. Müller-Bongard takes a closer look at the composition, ico-
nography and reception to show its impact of the representation of 
peace treaties in late 17th century. 

A further fully published panel held at an ISCH conference in Triest 
(in July) 2016 is that by Charlotte Backerra, Cathleen Sarti and Damien 
Schlarb. In their panel “Methodology: Narrative Structures in Legal 
Texts” they discussed about the ways legal documents – specifically 
contracts, contract-like texts, and laws – build communities, regulate 
and inscribe communal behaviour through narrative structures. Thus 
they asked about the function of narrative, or narratio, in early modern 
legal documents.  

CATHLEEN SARTI does a close reading of the English Bill of Rights 
from 1689. She states that the document became a re-narration of the 
events concerning the deposition of James II of England and his re-
placement through William III. By looking closely at the text structure, 
wording, narrator and authors she analyses how the narrative elements 
suggest legality and thus formed English political identity and commu-
nity.  

In 1630, John Winthorp delivered the farewell sermon A Model of 
Christian Charity before or during his transatlantic voyage to New 
England, America. In his contribution, DAMIEN B. SCHLARB reads that 
sermon, which narrates a vision of a perfect Christian community, as a 
story in its historical context that creates a strong emotional texture. 
Thus, he outlines the juxtaposition of sentiment and covenant theology 
and examines its affective narrative structure regarding its community 
building potential.  

CHARLOTTE BACKERRA focuses on narrative elements in the Second 
Treaty of Vienna signed in 1731 between the Emperor Charles VI, King 
George II of Great Britain and the States Generals of the Netherlands. 
She examines the narrative elements in the treaty and indicates how 
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they were used to re-write the past, present and future, revealing the 
complexity of international relations in early eighteenth century.  

The contributions by Dominik Schuh and Judith Mengler were part 
of a panel held at the VII Congress of the Italian Society of Women 
Historians SIS, “Gender and History: New Research’s Perspectives”, in 
Pisa in February 2017. In the panel, the link of violence and masculinity 
in the Middle Ages is traced through different source genres (e.g. medi-
cal treatises, chronicles, courtly epics), focussing especially on the 
narrative modes of constructing and communicating ideal masculine 
behaviour. 

DOMINIK SCHUH presents two examples of poetry from the Late 
Middle Ages, in which men were depicted as victims of physical vio-
lence exercised by women. The use of physical violence is not a sign of 
the power of the woman, but of the failure of the men to be manful and 
act according to the contemporary ideal of masculinity. This failure 
causes confusion with the God given order and reduces the depicted 
men to hilarious figures.  

JUDITH MENGLER addresses the relation between medieval military 
surgery and the contemporary ideal of masculinity. By analysing the 
treatises of surgeons of the 14th and 15th century, she shows how pain, 
suffering, and miserable conditions due to war could impair the perfor-
mance of masculinity and how surgeons tried to deal with this multi-
causal, physical and mental, challenge.   

The talk by CÉLINE MOLTER was held at the ISCH Annual Confer-
ence in Umeå in June 2017. In her paper, she compares the depiction of 
the Last Supper in two religious theme parks, which she visited person-
ally. By presenting the visitors a shaped biblical past, those parks try to 
create an atmosphere oscillating between entertainment and indoctrina-
tion. In her contribution, Molter shows how economic, political, and 
religious interests mingle and mix in the parks and influence the depic-
tion of biblical themes.  

MONIKA FROHNAPFEL-LEIS provides an insight into her analyses of 
some trial records of the Spanish Inquisition. By using the heterotopias 
concept of Michel Foucault, she detects the exclusion of the accused 
women from metaphorical and real spaces. The exclusion from the male 
spaces opens the women synchronously the access to other, typically 
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female, spaces. That shows the strong gender aspect of the contempo-
rary thinking as well as of the accusations.   
 
A further thematic priority of the Research Unit is the politics of medi-
eval Scotland. Early career researches were involved into projects with 
focus on Scottish History under the direction of Jörg Rogge, who fos-
tered a steady exchange of ideas from 2015 onwards with the Universi-
ties of Aberdeen and St Andrews. Since then, regular post-graduated 
workshops and research stays in archives have taken place. This special 
research focus ultimately resulted in the DFG funded research project 
‘Men rent or Land rent’ which started in April 2017 and focuses on the 
lower ranks of Scottish nobility and the Bishops as political actors. The 
contributions concerning the Scottish Middle Ages came into being in 
this context.  

In his contribution, MATTHIAS BERLANDI concentrates on various 
conflicts among Scottish medieval society and their relation to Gaelic 
culture. Thereby, he puts a special focus on Alexander Stewart, the 
Wolf of Badenoch, and his so-called cateran strategy.  

SEBASTIAN WEIL outlines how Melrose Abbey managed to protect 
its economic interests during the Scottish Wars of Independence. Mel-
rose Abbey was neither a helpless victim of the English aggression nor 
a place of proto-nationalistic sentiments, but a pragmatic political 
stakeholder with shifting loyalties. Throughout the Wars of Independ-
ence, the Abbey received grants from both sides of the border, as Weil 
proves by charter evidence.  

JULIA NOLL describes, how the Scottish noble family of the Max-
wells of Caerlaverock Castle managed their social rise by arranging for 
advantageous marriages. While previously the geographical proximity 
and the belonging to the right affinity were the crucial factors, the pos-
sibility to make available access to the court and to influential persons 
was the main criteria since 1424. By installing networks of allies, the 
family has accumulated considerable power and prestige in the Late 
Middle Ages. 
 




