
Before the Museums Came: A Social History of the Fine Arts in the Twin 
Cities gives an engaging portrayal of the fine arts scene of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul, Minnesota in the United States, spanning from the appearance of 
the earliest artists in 1835 to the opening of the first permanent museum, 
the Minneapolis Institute of Arts in 1915.

 
Readers will learn about the institutions and organizations that were 

created in support of the fine arts, the early art exhibitions and events, and 
the collectors, dealers and artists whose efforts made all of that come to fru-
ition. The text – enriched and supplemented by reproductions of artworks, 
photographs of various personages, exhibition venues, studios, art galleries, 
catalogues, and ephemera – presents a clear understanding of the period 
and breaks new ground for future scholars to research.

About The Author:

Leo John Harris had pursued three different careers before retiring to 
follow yet another vocation, this time as a writer. He served in the U.S. De-
partment of State and Foreign Service; he was an international lawyer; and 
he founded a niche publishing house devoted to books on the arts, history, 
and popular culture. In his retirement he has written articles and books on 
philately, the arts and regional history, and this passion has now resulted in 
a well-researched and richly illustrated publication.

Language, Literature

ISBN: 978-83-7656-005-2

Versita Open Access Books

Before the Museums Came: A Social History of 
the Fine Arts in the Twin Cities

Leo J. Harris

Arts, Music, ArchitectureArts, Music, Architecture



Versita Open Access Books Program welcomes English language book pro-
posals and manuscripts in all fields of  Arts, Music and Architecture.

Versita (www.versita.com) is one of the world’s leading publishers of open 
access scientific content. Today Versita publishes about 350 own and third-
party scholarly journals and books across all major disciplines. The company 
was established in 2001 and is now part of the De Gruyter publishing group  
(www.degruyter.com). Since 2006 Versita has been a member of Association 
of Learned and Professional Society Publishers and International Association 
of Scientific, Technical & Medical Publishers. Versita’s book and journal pro-
grams have been endorsed by the international research community and some 
of the world’s top scientists - Nobel Prize Winners included. The company is 
on the constant mission to make best scientific content freely available to all 
scholars and readers alike.

Anna Borowska, PhD,
aborowska@versita.com

Submission Instructions
http://www.versita.com/Book_Author/
Arts/

Versita Open Access Books
Managing Editor
Monika Michałowicz, PhD, 
mmichalowicz@versita.com


