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1. Scope and general policies of the Journal 

Asian Journal of Medical Humanities (AJMEDH) is an open access, peer-reviewed journal 

that provides original, state-of-the-art research and scholarly publications deemed of 

interest to the journal’s readership in the medical humanities. The primary aim of the journal 

is to elevate an international platform for this fast-growing field in interdisciplinary and 

intercultural collaborations. In the face of the increasing global health challenges, we 

recognise the importance of intercultural competence in the medical humanities. 

Discussions of health and medical treatments also prompt us to reflect on the healthcare-

related multi-species relations, as well as the notion of “One Health” as an integrated 

approach to human health practices. 

AJMEDH cherishes incoming submissions from significant research projects and scholarship 

pertaining to the medical humanities in an attempt to raise the international visibility of the 

field in Asia. We acknowledge that medical humanities – an interdisciplinary field to 

conceptualise the experience of health, well-being, and medical treatment – unfolds beyond 

the scope of clinical and medical contexts but as an amalgamation of biomedical sciences 

with humanities, arts, and social sciences. In the light of its interdisciplinary nature, we are 

particularly interested in publishing innovative scholarly work ranging from medical 

anthropology, sociology, philosophy, ethics, law to multi-species ethnography. Other 

research areas focusing on medical education, (comparative-)literature and gender 

medicine are also welcome. Please send your queries regarding research method of your 

study if you are still unsure about our publication policies. 

The Journal is supported by a dedicated Editorial Board composed of scholars from diverse 

cultural and disciplinary backgrounds. We also celebrate diversity in research reflecting 

issues and practices based in any place of origin, while upholding academic integrity and 

ethical rigour in scholarship. 
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AJMEDH accept the following specific genres for submission ONLY in English: 

• Research Article 

• Review Article 

• Letter to the Editor 

• Case Report 

• Editorial 

• Article Commentary 

Research Articles involve empirical research subject to scrutiny and experimentation of a 

topic of interest related to medical humanities as framed in the scope of AJMEDH. Research 

articles should include an introduction, brief literature review, research methodology, 

results and analysis with deductive evidence and argumentation, and implications relevant 

to the interdisciplinary field of medical humanities. 

Review Articles are highly focused work that reviews books, chapters, or research articles 

on a topic of interest, which are of recent publication or have significant implications to the 

medical humanities scholarship. 

Letters to the Editor address concerns and/or comments on published articles or other 

related topics to establish a discussion forum. Queries regarding any published article in a 

particular topic of concern and ethical compatibility for submitted letters are also 

acceptable for review. 

Case Reports are publications of a series of structured reports or essays providing highly 

focused and individual insights into issues of specific discipline(s) against a broader scope 

of medical humanities. Report planning follows a structure of introduction, case 

presentation, discussion, and up to 5 summative points of assessment. As AJMEDH is not a 

sheer medical journal, any report primarily documenting a clinical observation of patient’s 

medical conditions may not be considered for publication. Submitted case reports undergo 

peer review. 

Editorials express representative views of AJMEDH, reflecting pressing issues on medical 

humanities across disciplines on both individual and global scale. An editorial is invited by 

a member of the Editorial Board for publication on the journal. Authors are encouraged to 

present the main arguments in a succinct summary in the introduction. Accepted editorials 

do not undergo external peer review. 

Article Commentaries are short essays of up to 3,000 words unfolding extensive 

discussions on a topic of interest, those of which pose significance but are currently short 

of theoretical groundings or empirical research in related fields. Both Review Articles and 

Commentaries are published by the invitation of the journal’s Editors-in-Chief and Associate 

Editors. 

Submissions in the following fields are welcomed: 

• Medical Humanities 

• Medical Anthropology 

• Literature/Comparative Literature related to Medical Humanities 



 

degruyter.com/ajmedh 
 

3 

• Multi-species Ethnography 

• Philosophy of Medicine 

• Medical Ethics 

• Medical Sociology 

• History of Medicine 

• History of Veterinary Medicine 

• Geographic Medicine 

• Environmental Medicine 

• Medical Law 

• Ethnic, Racial, Gender, and other Inequities in Health 

• Other topics related to Medical Humanities 

Peer review: All submitted manuscripts will undergo a three-stage review process leading 

up to publication. When manuscripts are received, the assistant editor performs initial 

screening in accordance with the general scope and publishing criteria of the journal. 

Accordingly, an EIC is assigned to conduct preliminary reviews after the screening, if the 

manuscripts reveal significant contributions to related field/s of the journal and prove 

academically appropriate. The assigned EIC makes the initial decision on whether to accept 

or reject manuscripts based on their contributions to the related field/s, novelty and 

originality in research, and academic rigour. If required, manuscripts are sent back to the 

authors for preparatory revision; if presentable upon completion of the EIC assessment, 

manuscripts are sent to at least 2 independent reviewers for double-blind peer review, 

allowing a first decision to be reached within 30 days of submission. The EIC ensures there 

is no conflict of interest while assigning reviewers and that names of the authors are not 

declared to the reviewers. 

Authors are encouraged to notify the editors of three potential reviewers whom they 

wish to be included and/or excluded from reviewing their manuscripts, by uploading their 

names, institutions, place/s of origin and email addresses. Reviewers indicated by the 

authors are preferably of institutions or places of origin different from that of the authors 

involved. 

Once reviews are received, the reviewers’ reports are sent in batch via email notification 

to authors along with an editorial decision. If deemed necessary by the editors, revised 

manuscripts may be sent back to the original reviewers for a second review. Final decisions 

about acceptance for publication are based upon the mutual decision of reviewers and the 

EIC. 

Turnaround times: AJMEDH aspires to notify authors about the first-round review decision 

within 5 weeks of the submission date. Revisions to manuscripts should be returned within 

approximately 4-13 weeks. The length of time provided for revision may vary depending on 

whether the manuscripts require major or minor modifications. Accepted articles are 

normally published online within 3-4 weeks after acceptance. 

Rejection of manuscripts: Manuscripts dealing with subjects that have been well 

established in the literature, and that do not resolve questions raised by previous studies, 

do not give prominence or contribute to novel understandings to knowledge development, 

are likely to be rejected without peer review. Articles which are structurally weak, 

methodologically flawed, and stylistically/grammatically inappropriate, are also likely 

subject to rejection without peer review. Manuscripts are also returned to authors or 
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rejected if they do not comply with the Information for Authors or Quick Checklist for Main 

Document (e.g. if the total word count for certain article types exceeds the word limit). 

Unpublished material: Submission of a manuscript to AJMEDH implies that the work 

described has not been published previously, except in the form of an abstract, academic 

thesis or lecture, and that appropriate citation and acknowledgement of the previous work 

is included; that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere; that publication of 

the work is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities 

where the work was carried out; and that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere, in 

Chinese, English, German, or any other languages, without the written consent of the 

Publisher. 

 

2. Ethical conduct of research 

For information on plagiarism, please refer to COPE Committee on Publication Ethics. 

Please note that AJMEDH uses the plagiarism detection software iThenticate to assess for 

potential content overlap in existing publication(s). Any previously published material must 

be referenced appropriately in manuscripts. Authors are required to fill out and upload the 

Template for Ethical and Legal Declarations at the time of submission to AJMEDH. 

Instructions on how to make declarations can be found here. 

Manuscripts and any other printed material published in the AJMEDH represent the 

opinions of authors and should not be construed to reflect the opinions of the Editorial 

Board and/or the Journal Owner. 

Open Access policy and copyright: AJMEDH is an open-access journal whose accepted 

manuscripts are all accessible to the public. Correspondingly, all articles undergoing peer 

review will be accepted for publication based on the quality of their scientific contribution. 

Choosing  open access application has no influence on the peer review and acceptance 

process. More information on De Gruyter’s open access policies can be found here. 

Manuscripts are published with a Creative Commons Attribution licence as currently 

displayed on http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0. The copyright stays with the 

author(s). 

Note for authors of NIH-funded research: De Gruyter acknowledges that authors of a 

US-agency-funded article retain the right to provide a copy of their final manuscript(s) to 

agency upon acceptance for publication as well as for public archiving in PubMed Central. 

Please note that only the accepted authors’ version of the manuscripts, not the PDF file of 

the published article, may be used for NIH archiving purposes. 

 

3. Submission of manuscripts 

Please submit manuscripts exclusively online at: 

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ajmedh 

http://publicationethics.org/files/Discussion%20document.pdf
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/societyimages/degruyter_wjc/Template%20for%20Ethical%20and%20Legal%20Declarations.docx
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/societyimages/degruyter_wjc/Instructions%20on%20Ethical%20and%20Legal%20Declarations.pdf
https://www.degruyter.com/publishing/publications/openaccess
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ajmedh
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4. How to prepare your manuscripts for submission 

Detailed information on the preparation of manuscripts for AJMEDH can be found in the 

Quick Checklist for Main Document. To ensure stylistic consistency, authors must strictly 

adhere to the instructions provided in the document. 

Studies dealing with diagnostic accuracy: Authors should consult the 2015 Standards 

for Reporting of Diagnostic Accuracy checklist (STARD). 

Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses of randomised controlled trials: 
Please consult the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses 

statement (PRISMA). Authors must include a suitable PRISMA flow chart that is appropriate 

for their submission. The flow diagram depicts the flow of information through the different 

phases of a systematic review. A template of the PRISMA flow diagram is available here as 

a PDF and Word document. 

Case Reports: Please refer to the The CARE Guidelines: Consensus-based Clinical Case 

Reporting Guideline Development (CARE). Case reports must contain an introduction, a 

description of the case, and a discussion. At the end of the report, authors should provide 

3-5 summative points for readers. 

General format and length of article types accepted by AJMEDH for application: 

 
Word 

limit 

Word limit in 

abstract 

Number of 

keywords 

Number of 

tables & 

figures 

Number of 

references 
Article structure 

Research 

article 
10,000 

250, 

structured* 
5-10 No limit No limit 

Structured into 

introduction, materials 

and methods, results, 

discussion 

Review 

article 
10,000 

200, 

structured**/ 

structure not 

specified 

5-10 No limit No limit 

Structured into 

introduction, literature 

review, discussion, 

implications for the 

international audience, 

conclusion 

Case 

report 

2,000 - 

3,000 

150, 

structured*** 
3-5 No limit No limit 

Structured into 

introduction, case 

presentation, discussion, 

up to 5 summative points 

Letter to 

the editor 
1,500 n/a 3-5 2 5 Structure not specified 

Editorial 1,500 n/a n/a 1 5 Structure not specified; 

main argument to be 

https://www.degruyter.com/publication/journal_key/AJMEDH/downloadAsset/AJMEDH_AJMEDH_Quick%20Checklist%20Main%20Document.pdf
http://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/stard/
http://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/prisma/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1365-2168/homepage/BJS_PRISMA_template.doc
http://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/care/
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summarised in 2-3 

sentences at the 

beginning of the letter 

Article 

commenta

ry 

2,000 - 

3,000 

150, 

unstructured 
3-5 No limit No limit Structure not specified 

*Objectives, Methods, Results, Conclusions; **Objectives, Content, Summary and Outlook; 

***Objectives, Case presentation, Conclusions. 

Please refer to document Quick Checklist Main Document (see document in the journal 

homepage) for general layout guidelines and detailed examples of references. 

References: References should be listed at the end of each manuscript. Authors must 

strictly adhere to the Vancouver Style Referencing for all submissions to AJMEDH 

(recommended by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors, see Vancouver 

Style Referencing brief guideline). 

All references compiled in the reference list should be properly cited in the text; any in-text 

citation, on the other hand, should be properly referenced in the list. References should be 

listed in sequential order based on their appearance in the text, including any tables and 

figures. In-text citation should be signposted in square-bracketed numerals (e.g. [1], [2]). 

Avoid using Italic and boldface font type in the reference list. If a reference includes 8 

authors or more, the first 6 names are in full format, followed by et al. Please identify authors 

first by their last name, followed by the initials of their given name(s) without full stops. 

Only the first word of the title and any proper nouns in the title are capitalised. Journal 

names should be abbreviated and without full stops, following the standards of PubMed 

and/or the Web of Knowledge (NIH.Linkout.Journals; Web of Knowledge). 

Followed should be: 

(1) year of publication, separated by a semicolon; 

(2) volume number (without indicating the issue number), followed by a double colon; 

(3) page number, with the last number only in shortened format. 

 

Meeting abstracts may be cited only if they are published in an existing journal. Unreliable 

sources or those of less academic rigour should be sparsely used – unpublished 

observations and personal experience/communication are cited only in the text. 

 

5. Information for reviewers 

As a peer-review journal, AJMEDH aims for scientific manuscript process – the peer review 

facilitates both authors and editors in improving the quality of scientific manuscripts. We 

appreciate the commitment of our reviewers to providing thorough and professional 

evaluations for the benefit of the scientific and medical community. Therefore, AJMEDH 

hereby thank all researchers and scholars who take on the role as reviewer for their 

expertise and time invested to the journal. 

It is the responsibility of our journal editors to select appropriate reviewers for each relevant 

manuscript. The manuscript is sent to at least 2 reviewers specialising in the corresponding 

http://www.biomedicaleditor.com/vancouver-style.html
http://www.biomedicaleditor.com/vancouver-style.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/projects/linkout/journals/jourlists.fcgi?type=journals&typeid=1&format=html&show=C&operation=Show
https://images.webofknowledge.com/images/help/WOS/A_abrvjt.html
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subject area and/or methodology. Peer review assesses the manuscript’s novelty and 

originality, methodology and scientific accuracy, currency, clarity, ethical issues, and 

suitability for the journal. 

Overall, the invited reviewers should consider the following requirements before accepting 

to review: 

• As a reviewer, when you receive an invitation, please inform the Editorial Office as 

soon as possible if you consider yourself not competent to evaluate a manuscript. 

• The identity of the reviewers will be kept anonymous from the authors. 

• Manuscript under peer review should be strictly confidential. Reviewers must not 

disclose the manuscript or discuss with anyone outside the peer-review process. 

• The reviewer should aim to help the author improve the manuscript. Comments 

on the manuscript should be objective, constructive, honest, and courteous. 

• As the editors of AJMEDH, we encourage reviewers to report any scientific or 

publication misconduct. 

• Reviewers should declare if they have conflict of interests and thus refrain 

themselves from the peer-review process. 

• If you agree to review the manuscript, please ensure that you complete the review 

within the specified timeframe. 

 

6. Post-acceptance 

Proofs: The Editor-in-Chiefs will inform the corresponding author(s) of the manuscript 

decision. Accepted manuscripts must be prepared in a Word document containing the final 

text for typesetting. The corresponding author(s) of the article will then receive a portal 

link directing them to a gallery proof for format check and typesetting accuracy. The final, 

accepted version must adhere to the guidelines as outlined above. Please check the file 

carefully as any grammatical mistake, stylistic inconsistencies and erroneous spellings will 

be definitive in the final typeset version. Major changes to the article after acceptance will 

NOT be considered unless resubmitted for peer review, which is subject to administrative 

repercussions and any potential surcharges. 

The electronic files of typeset articles in Adobe Acrobat PDF format are provided to the 

corresponding author(s) without extra charge. Corresponding author(s) will receive an 

email notification indicating that their article has been published online. 

 

For further queries, please contact the Journal Manager: 

Katharina Appelt 

Tel. +49-30-26005-325 

E-mail: katharina.appelt@degruyter.com 
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