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Scope of the journal 
The journal Biomedical Engineering - Biomedizinische Technik (BME–
BMT) is a high quality forum for the exchange of knowledge in the fields 
of biomedical engineering, medical information technology and 
biotechnology/bioengineering. As an established peer-reviewed journal 
with a tradition of more than 60 years, BME-BMT addresses engineers, 
natural scientists, and clinicians working in research, industry, or clinical 
practice. The journal welcomes English language Research Articles and 
Reviews related to diagnostic imaging, image processing, biosignal 
processing, modeling and simulation, biomechanics, information and 
communication in medicine, telemedicine and e-health, surgery, 
minimum invasive interventions, endoscopy, image guided therapy, 
diagnostic and therapeutic instrumentation, clinical engineering, micro- 
and nanosystems in medicine, active implants, biosensors, neuro-
engineering, neural systems, rehabilitation and prosthetics, biomaterials, 
cellular and tissue engineering, artificial organs, biomedical engineering 
for audiology, ophthalmology, emergency and dental medicine. All 
contributions submitted for publication are peer reviewed by at least two 
renowned experts in the field, selected and invited by the Editor-in-Chief 
or the responsible Associate Editor. When manuscripts are accepted with 
revision, the revised manuscript should be returned within approx. 8 
weeks. Accepted articles are published online ‘ahead of print’ before 
inclusion in an issue of the journal with page numbers. 

Policy of the journal 
Conflict of interest: Upon submission, authors are required to declare 
any possible conflict of interest, funding or employment. Financial 
relationships with industry (for example, employment, consultancies, 
stock ownership, honoraria, expert testimony), either directly or through 
immediate family, are usually considered the most important conflicts of 
interest. However, conflicts can occur for other reasons, such as financial 
support of the study, ties to health insurance, politics or other 
stakeholders, personal relationships, academic competition, and 
intellectual passion. Any financial support for and financial or personal 
connections related to the work have to be clearly disclosed in the 
manuscript. If no specified acknowledgement is given, the Publishers 
assume that no conflicts of interests exist. 

Ethical conduct of research: The authors must describe and confirm 
safeguards to meet ethical standards. The ethics statements for Biomedical 
Engineering - Biomedizinische Technik are based on the Committee on 
Publication Ethics (COPE) and the "Uniform Requirements for 
Manuscripts (URM) Submitted to Biomedical Journals" of the 
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE). Where 
applicable, all authors must confirm in writing that they have complied 
with the World Medical Association Declaration of Helsinki regarding 
ethical conduct of research involving human subjects and/or animals. In 
the Materials and Methods Section, or in a separate section, the 
manuscript should contain a statement that the study has been approved 
by the Ethical Committee of the institution where the study was 
performed, and that the study subjects, or their legal guardians, gave 
informed consent for participation in the study.  

Publication ethics: For information on plagiarism, please refer to COPE 
Committee on Publication Ethics. Please note that BMT uses the 
plagiarism detection software CrossCheck by “iThenticate” to check for 
potential overlaps with prior publications. The software allows 
comprehensive manuscripts screening, aimed to eliminate plagiarism and 
provide a high standard and quality peer-review process. Any previously 
published material must be referenced appropriately in the manuscript. 
The submission of a manuscript to BMT implies that the work described 
has not been published before and is not under consideration for 
publication elsewhere.  

 

Copyright 
Manuscripts are accepted on the condition of transfer of copyright (for 
U.S. government employees: to the extent transferable) to the publisher. 
Once the manuscript is accepted, it may not be published elsewhere 
without the consent of the copyright holders. 
 
Submission of manuscripts 
Please submit manuscripts exclusively online at:  

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/bmt 
 
Each online submission must be accompanied by a cover letter which 
contains a concise statement by the authors as to the elements of novelty 
and significance upon which they base their request for publication in 
BME–BMT. The impact of the presented work for the respective area of 
engineering should be briefly but clearly presented. 
For online submission it is mandatory to suggest possible reviewers for 
the peer reviewing process. Please indicate the names and address details 
(including e-mail address) of at least three potential referees who are 
neither Editors nor members of the Editorial Board of the journal. 
Reviewers indicated by the authors must be of institutions different from 
those of any of the authors and should be of different nationality. Authors 
may also indicate names of reviewers whom they wish to be excluded 
from reviewing their manuscript. 
For each submission a Template for Ethical and Legal Declarations must 
be customized by the submitting author on behalf of all others and 
uploaded together with the manuscript as a separate word processor file. 
Instructions on how to make declarations can be found here. 

Preparation of the manuscript 

General format and length: BMT provides authors with an individual 
word processor template for the main article types (accessible from the 
Supplementary Materials section on the journal website). Manuscripts in 
Microsoft Word or LaTeX Format can be submitted; in the latter case a 
complete PDF file prepared from the LaTeX source file(s) must be 
uploaded as “Main Document”. Revised manuscript versions in word 
processor format must be submitted with editable source files (text, 
figures, tables) – no PDF files will be accepted. Do not use footnotes in 
the text, use parentheses instead.  

Language: Manuscripts must be provided in English language only. Non-
English speakers are encouraged to have their manuscripts checked by a 
native English speaker before submission. For accepted manuscripts of 
non-native English speakers, the publisher offers a professional language 
polishing service. At the proof stage, only minor changes other than 
corrections of printers’ errors are allowed. 

Cover letter: Each manuscript may be accompanied by a cover letter 
addressed to the Editor-in-Chief (see above).  

Title page: Each submission should be accompanied by a title page 
containing the title and the short title of the paper, names of all authors 
followed by their affiliations: department, institution, city, country. Full 
name, mailing address and e-mail address of the corresponding author. 

Abstract and Keywords: The first page of the manuscript should contain 
the Abstract and the Keywords. The Abstract should not have more than 
250 words (Research Article or Review) and must be comprehensible to 
readers before they have read the paper. Below the Abstract, up to six 
keywords, which are not part of the title, should be given in alphabetical 
order and separated by semicolons. 

Abbreviations: All non-standard abbreviations should be listed 
alphabetically, (e.g.: DIN, dissolved inorganic nitrogen;) after the 
keywords. In the text body, abbreviations are spelled out at first mention. 
Thereafter, only these abbreviations are to be used. 



 

 

General structure of the text body: Research Articles should be 
organized into title page, Abstract (structured), Keywords, list of non-
standard Abbreviations (optional), Introduction, Materials and Methods, 
Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements, Author statement, References, 
Table and Figure legends. Review articles should include title page, 
Abstract (structured or unstructured), Keywords, text body with 
subsections, and References.  

Short Communications should be subdivided into a title page, Abstract 
(structured), Keywords, and a single section of main text without headings. 
Experimental procedures should be described in legends to figures or 
footnotes to tables. Acknowledgments and References should be presented 
as in full-length papers. 

 
General format and length of the types of articles accepted for 
submission: 

 
Word 
count 

Word count 
in abstract 

Number of 
keywords 

Number of   
tables & 
figures 

 
Number of 
references 
 

Research  
Article 

6000 200, 
structured* 

3-6 8 35 
 

Review 8000 200, 
structured**/ 
unstructured 

3-6 8 75 
 

Short 
Communication 

3000 200, 
structured* 

3-6 2 10 
 

*Objectives, Methods, Results, Conclusions. **Background, Content, Summary 
and Outlook. 

Tables: Number tables consecutively using Arabic numerals. Provide a 
short descriptive title, column headings, and (if necessary) footnotes to 
make each table self-explanatory. Refer to tables in the text as Table 1, 
etc. Use Table 1, etc. in the table legends. Please indicate in the 
manuscript the approximate position of each table. 

Figures: Figures and illustrations will be reduced in size to fit, whenever 
possible, the width of a column. Lettering in all figures within the article 
should be uniform in style, preferably a sans serif typeface, and of 
sufficient size, so that it is readable at the final size of approximately 2 
mm. Uppercase letters A, B, C, etc. should be used to identify parts of 
multi-part figures. Cite all figures in the text in a numerical order. Indicate 
the approximate position of each figure. Refer to figures in the text as 
Figure 1, etc. Use Figure 1, etc. in the figure legends.  

Figure legends: Provide a short descriptive title, and (if necessary) 
footnotes to make each figure self-explanatory on separate pages. Explain 
all symbols used in the figures. Remember to use the same abbreviations 
as in the body-text.  

Font marking/Dimensions and units: Italics are used for Latin (though 
not for standard abbreviations like et al., i.e., ca., vs.), and certain parts of 
chemical formulas. SMALL CAPITALS are used for M (molar) or N 
(normal). The metric system must be used. SI units are required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

References: Adhere strictly to the reference style of the Journal 
(Vancouver; see details and examples below). All references mentioned 
in the reference list must be mentioned in the text, and vice versa. List and 
number the references consecutively in the order that they appear in the 
text, including tables and figures. In the text, quote references by Arabic 
numerals in square brackets, e.g., [1], [1, 2, 9–11] etc. 

 
Manuscripts accepted for publication 
The handling Editor will inform the Corresponding Author of the 
manuscript decision. Accepted manuscripts must be provided in a Word 
document containing the final text for typesetting. The final, accepted 
version of the manuscript must adhere to the above guidelines. Please 
check the final file of the article carefully because spelling mistakes, 
inconsistencies and errors will be faithfully translated into the typeset 
version. Major changes to the article after acceptance will not be 
considered without undergoing additional peer review.  As per De Gruyter 
policy, no author list changes are permitted after acceptance of an article. 
The De Gruyter production team is instructed to enforce this policy during 
the production/proofing process. 

Open Access policy 
If your manuscript is accepted, open access publication is available for 
authors who wish to make their article freely available on De Gruyter 
Online. Authors choosing to publish open access pay an article processing 
charge. All articles undergo peer review and will be accepted for 
publication based on the quality of their scientific contribution. Choosing 
open access publication has no influence on the peer review or acceptance 
process. For more information go on De Gruyter’s open access policies.  

Note for authors of NIH-funded research 
De Gruyter acknowledges that the author of a US-agency-funded article 
retains the right to provide a copy of the final manuscript to the agency 
upon acceptance for publication or thereafter, for public archiving in 
PubMed Central 12 months after publication in Biomedical Engineering 
- Biomedizinische Technik. Note that only the accepted author’s version 
of the manuscript, not the PDF file of the published article may be used 
for NIH archiving. 

 
Please contact the Editorial Office for any further questions you 
may have: 

Biomedical Engineering/Biomedizische Technik Editorial Office 
Walter de Gruyter GmbH 
Genthiner Str. 13 
D-10785 Berlin, Germany 
Tel.: +49-30-26005-176 
Fax: +49-30-26005-352 
E-mail: BMT.Editorial@degruyter.com 
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Reference Style 

In‐text citation 
Single reference  [1] 

Series of references  [2, 8, 25] 

Range of references  [5–12] 

Citation order  Sequential 

References list 

Reference type  Example 
Reference list label  Numbered without bracket 

1. Journal article  1. Schilling T, Bauer M, Biskup C, Haverich A, Hassel T. Engineering of 
biodegradable magnesium alloy scaffolds to stabilize biological myocardial grafts. 
Biomed Eng‐Biomed Tech 2017;62:493–504. 

2. Collaboration  2. WHO. The diagnosis and management of non‐alcoholic fatty liver disease: 
practice guideline by the American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases, 
American College of Gastroenterology, and the American Gastroenterological 
Association. Hepatology 2012;55:2005–23. 

3. et al. usage (more 
than 6 authors = 6 
authors + et al.) 

3. Gnecchi S, Dutton NAW, Parmesan L, Rae BR, Pellegrini S, 
McLeod SJ, et al. Analysis of photon detection efficiency and 
dynamic range in SPAD‐based visible light receivers. J Light 
Technol 2016;34:2774–81. 

4. Epub ahead of print  4. Walton M, Dewey D, Lebel C. Brain white matter structure and language ability 
in preschool‐aged children. Brain Lang 2017 Nov 10. DOI: 
10.1016/j.bandl.2017.10.008. [Epub ahead of print]. 

5. Online‐only Journal  5. Szlezák NA, Bloom BR, Jamison DT, Keusch GT, Michaud CM, Moon S et al. The 
Global Health System: Actors, Norms, and Expectations in Transition. PLoS Med 
2010;7:e1000183. 

6. Book/monograph  6. Dössel O, Buzug TM. Biomedizinische Technik: Medizinische Bildgebung. 1st ed. 
Berlin: De Gruyter; 2014. 

7. Edited book  7. Shek DTL, Ma C, Yu L, Merrick J, editors. Human developmental research. 
Experience from research in Hong Kong. New York: Nova Science; 2014. 

8. Edited book with 
chapter title and 
editors 

8. Aigner C, Klepetko W. Lung transplantation. In: Petersen C, Ure BM, editors. 
Thoracic Surgery in Children and Adolescents. Berlin: De Gruyter; 2017:117‐27. 

9. Edited book series  9. Forghieri F, Tkach RW, Chraplyvy AR. Optical fiber telecommunications, 
Kaminov IP, Koch TL, editors. San Diego, CA: Academic; 1997, vol IIIA. 

10. Proceedings/ 
Conferences 

10. Karami MA, Yoon H‐J, Charbon E. Single‐photon avalanche 
diodes in sub‐100 nm standard CMOS technologies. In: Proc 
Intl Image Sensor Workshop (IISW), Hokkaido, Japan, 2011. 

11. Electronic 
publications (Available 
from) 

13. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Ten Great Public Health 
Achievements in the 20th Century. [cited 2016 April 4]. Available from: 
http://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin‐Declaration 

12. Thesis/Dissertation  12. Cotruvo, J. Kinetic model for chlorophyll degradation [Ph.D. thesis]. 
Cambridge, MA: Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 1996. 

13. Patent  13. Pagedas AC. Flexible endoscopic grasping and cutting device and positioning 
tool assembly. United States patent 20020103498, 2002. 

 
 
 


