
Aims and scope 

Hormone Molecular Biology and Clinical Investigation (HMBCI) is 

dedicated to the provision of basic data on molecular aspects of 

hormones in physiology and in pathophysiology. The journal covers 

the treatment of major diseases, such as endocrine cancers (breast, 

prostate, endometrium, ovary), renal and lymphoid carcinoma, 

hypertension, cardiovascular systems, osteoporosis, hormone 

deficiency in menopause and andropause, obesity, diabetes, brain and 

related diseases, metabolic syndrome, sexual dysfunction, fetal and 

pregnancy diseases, as well as the treatment of dysfunctions and 

deficiencies. 

The journal covers new data in the different steps and factors involved 

in the mechanism of hormone action. It equally examines the relation 

of hormones with the immune system and its environment, as well as 
new developments in hormone measurements. 

The journal covers the following topics: 

 The superfamily of receptors of the different hormones (steroids, 

polypeptides and related hormones), and co-regulators (activators 

and repressors); 

 Hormones related to the function of growth factors, oncogenes, 

and cytokines, in normal and neoplastic tissues; 

 Enzymes and anti-enzymes involved in the formation and 

disposition of various hormones in connection with the diseases 

stated above; 

 Hormone signaling and response to hormone therapy; 

 Mechanism of cancer cell proliferation under endocrine therapy; 

 Resistance to hormone therapy and its mechanism; 

 Hormones and the brain and other neuroendocrine organs; 

 Hormones and contraception; 

 Hormone replacement therapy; 

 Pre-clinical studies to test new molecules in isolated models and 

in human trials; 

 Defects in hormone metabolism; 

 Hormones and the immune system; 

 Hormones and the environment; 

 Initiation and evolution of diseases related to the mechanism of 

action of the hormone; 

 Comparative endocrinology and evolution; 

 Therapeutic effect of the hormone with regard to the method of 

administration.

Editorial policy 

reviews, mini reviews, short communications, letters to the 

editor, opinion papers and case reports. Each manuscript must be 

accompanied by a cover letter containing a brief statement describing 

the novelty and importance of the work submitted. The authors should 

give the names and e-mail addresses of up to five potential reviewers, 

preferably not from the same country as the authors. Authors may also 

indicate names of reviewers whom they wish to be excluded from 
reviewing their manuscripts. 

Submission of a manuscript to HMBCI implies that the work 

described has not been published before, except in the form of an 

abstract, thesis or lecture and is not under consideration for 

publication elsewhere. Scientific originality should be demonstrated 

by a contribution to knowledge beyond mere confirmation.  

 

Publication ethics: Manuscripts will not be accepted if they contain 

an excessive amount of text duplicated from previous publications, 

even if from the authors’ previous work. For information on 

plagiarism, please refer to COPE Committee on Publication Ethics. 

Please note that HMBCI uses the plagiarism detection software 

“iThenticate” to check for potential overlaps with prior publications. 

Any previously published material must be referenced appropriately 
in the manuscript.  

Authorship is restricted to those who have made a significant 

contribution to the conceptual design of the study, the execution of 

the study, the data analysis or the writing of the manuscript. It is the 

responsibility of the corresponding author to ensure that all authors 
see and approve the manuscript before its submission to HMBCI. 

The authors must describe safeguards to meet standards of ethical 

conduct of research. Where applicable, authors must confirm in the 

Materials and methods section that they have complied with the 

World Medical Association Declaration of Helsinki regarding ethical 
conduct of research involving human subjects and/or animals. 

Conflict of interest for a given manuscript exists when a participant 

in the peer review and publication process – author, reviewer, and 

editor – has ties to activities that could inappropriately influence 

his/her judgment, regardless of whether judgment is, in fact, affected. 

Financial relationships with industry (for example, employment, 

consultancies, stock ownership, honoraria, expert testimony), either 

directly or through immediate family, are usually considered the most 

important conflicts of interest. However, conflicts can occur for other 

reasons, such as personal relationships or academic competition. 

When authors submit a manuscript, they are responsible for 

recognizing and disclosing financial and/or other conflicts of interest 

that might bias their work. Any financial support for the work and 

financial or personal connections related to the work have to be 

clearly disclosed in the manuscript. If no specified acknowledgement 
is given, the Publishers assume that no conflicts of interests exist. 

All relevant information must be given in the Template for Ethical 

and Legal Declarations, which must be customized by the 

submitting author on behalf of all others and uploaded as a separate 

Word file. Instructions on how to make these declarations can be 

found here. 
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Once the manuscript is accepted, it must not be published elsewhere 

without the consent of the copyright holders. Manuscripts are 

accepted on condition of transfer of copyright to HMBCI. A 

copyright transfer statement is sent together with the proofs for proof 

reading. It should be confirmed and returned by the corresponding 
author. 

Manuscript submission 

Manuscripts must be submitted online via: 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/hmbci  
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At the website, you will find detailed information on allowed 

document types and file formats. Please check carefully before 

proceeding with submissions. If you need assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Editorial Office.

Review of manuscripts and speed of publication 

Manuscripts are independently reviewed by at least two peers 

selected by the Editors. Usually, decisions are reached as fast as 

possible. It is aspired to notify authors within six weeks from 

submission date. When manuscripts are accepted subject to revision, 

the revised manuscript should be returned within approximately two 

months. It is the aim of the Journal to publish papers promptly online 

as soon as they have been finally processed. 

Preparation of manuscripts  

Language 
Manuscripts must be written in clear and concise English. Please have 

your text proofread by an English native speaker before you submit it 

for consideration. At the proof stage, no other changes than 

corrections of printers’ errors will be allowed. 

General format and length 

Please avoid footnotes in the text, use parentheses instead. Original 

articles should not exceed 5600 words, including references, and 

should not occupy more than 7 printed pages (one printed page is 

approx. 4000 characters). Short communications and Letters to the 

editors should not exceed 3 printed pages. Each full page of printed 

text corresponds to approximately 800 words. Allow space for tables 

and illustrations within the page limit. 

Structure 

Original articles should include: title page, abstract, keywords, 

Introduction, Materials and methods, Results, Discussion, ethical 

statement and list of non-standard abbreviations (if applicable), 

references, table and figure legends, if applicable.

Short communications should be subdivided into: abstract, 

keywords, and a single section of main text without headings. 

Experimental procedures should be described in the legends to figures 

or footnotes to tables. Ethical statement and References should be 

presented as in original articles.

Letters to the editor and Opinion papers are arranged like short 

communications but without an abstract.

Reviews and Mini reviews These articles aim to summarize current 

practice, highlighting recent significant advances in research of the 

topic indicated in Aims and Scope. Authors should strive for brevity 

and clarity. The final structure of the review will depend on the focus, 

but wherever possible, the following parts/sections should be 

included: title page, abstract, keywords, list of abbreviations, and an 

Introduction; further, body of review, Expert opinion, Outlook, 
Highlights, and references.

1. itle Page: see below. 

2. Abstract: Not to exceed 250 words. The Abstract should provide 

a broad summary outlining the scope of the Review and briefly 

putting it in context. 

3. Keywords: See below. 

4. Introduction: The introduction should define the area under 

review and relate it to potential applications. 

5. Body of review: This section should provide the bulk of the 

Review and be divided according to the specific areas reviewed 

within. No limits will be applied to the number of areas described, 

but each should be clearly defined with respect to current 

applications to research organizations, clinical practice, or 

laboratory operations. The references should highlight centres of 

excellence for each area or topic reviewed. 

6. Expert opinion: A summary of the data and concepts presented in 

the Review, including your ‘Expert Opinion’; a personal 

assessment of the subject under review. This section should 

examine such questions as: What significant advantages will the 

areas/concepts covered have over those currently available? What 

are the prospects for combining approaches to a particular 

issue/problem? What further improvements would be desirable? 

The author(s) should present their expert opinion on the likely 

impact that new technologies may have on treatment guidelines, 

disease management and patient outcomes. 

7. Outlook: The author is challenged to speculate on how the field 

will have evolved 5–10 years from the point at which the review 

was written. 

8. Highlights: Executive summary comprised of bulleted statements 

(typically 8–10) representing key conclusions, unresolved issues 

and important areas for future study. 

9. References: See below. Reviews should usually occupy no more 

than 8–10 printed pages, i.e. 6000–8000 words including 

references, and the number of references should not exceed 150. 

Mini reviews should usually occupy no more than 5 printed 

pages, i.e. 4000 words including references, and the number of 
references should not exceed 30. 

Title page 

The title page should include: 

1. Precise and informative title (without using abbreviations) 

2. Names of all authors (with one forename of each author in full), 

followed by their affiliations: department, institution, city without 

postcode, country. If there is more than one institution involved, 

authors’ names should be linked to the appropriate institutions by 

inserting consecutive numbers in superscript after relevant 

names. If required, lower case letters, in superscript after the 

name, should be used to indicate the present addresses 

3. Full name, mailing address, fax, phone number and e-mail 

address of the corresponding author 
4. Running title of max. 50 characters. 

Abstract, keywords and list of non-standard 
abbreviations 

The second page of the manuscript should contain abstract, keywords 

and a list of non-standard abbreviations used in text, figures, tables, 

and figure and table legends. The Abstract should be structured into 

Objectives, Methods, Results and Conclusions. It should contain no 

more than 250 words and must be comprehensible to readers before 

they have read the paper. Manufacturer information and References 

must not appear in the Abstract, abbreviations should be avoided.  

Below the abstract provide up to five keywords in alphabetical order, 

separated by semicolon using the entries from Index Medicus. 

Abbreviations should be kept at a minimum. The Journal accepts 

standard abbreviations. All non-standard abbreviations should be 

listed alphabetically on the second page of the manuscript (see 

above), separated by semicolon. Abbreviations are spelt out at first 

mention in the text body; thereafter, only these abbreviations are to 
be used. 
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Acknowledgements should be placed in the Template for Ethical and 

Legal Declarations. Names of the funding organizations should be 
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References 

Adhere strictly to the Vancouver reference style. All references 

mentioned in the Reference list must be mentioned in the text, and 

vice versa. List and number the references consecutively in the order 

that they appear in the text, including Tables and Figures. In the text, 

identify references by Arabic numerals in [parentheses]. Italic and 

boldface font type in the Reference section is not allowed. List all 

authors; if the number is 7 or more, list the first 6 names followed by 

et al. Identify authors by last name first, followed by up to 2 initials, 

without periods, indicating the authors’ first name. Only the first 

name of the title is capitalized, as well as proper names within the 

title. Journal names are abbreviated as indicated in PubMed and in the 

Web of Knowledge (NIH.Linkout.Journals; Web of Knowledge), 

without periods. After the abbreviated journal name, give the year of 

publication, followed by a semicolon, volume number (but no issue 

number), followed by a double colon, and the page numbers, with the 

last page number in shortened format. Meeting abstracts may be cited 

only if published in journals. Unpublished observations and personal 

communications are cited only in the text. Correct linking of the 

references depends on strict adherence to Journal style. 

Books: 

[Ref. no.] National Research Council. Pesticides in the diets of infants 

and children. Washington. D.C.: National Academy Press; 1993. 

Institutional publications: 

[Ref. no.] National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, USA. 

Air Pollution-Related Illness: Effects of Particles. Science; 2005. 

Chapters in books: 

[Ref. no.] Tamas CG. Endogenous breccias structures (breccia pipe–

breccia dyke) and the petrometallogeny of Rosia Montana ore deposit 

(Metaliferi Mountains, Romania). Cluj-Napoca: Book of Science 

House, 2007:230–45.  

Articles in journals with up to 6 authors: 

[Ref. no.] Rappaport SM, Barupal DK, Wishart D, Vineis P, Scalbert 

A. The blood exposome and its role in discovering causes of disease. 

Environ Health Perspect 2014;122:769–74. 

Articles in journals with more than 6 authors: 

[Ref. no.] van Ravenzwaay B, Cunha GC, Leibold E, Looser R, 

Mellert W, Prokoudine A et al. The use of metabolomics for the 

discovery of new biomarkers of effect. Toxicol Lett 2007;172:21–8. 

 

Ahead-of-print articles in journals: 

[Ref. no.] Walton M, Dewey D, Lebel C. Brain white matter structure 

and language ability in preschool-aged children. Brain Lang 2017 

Nov 10. doi: 10.1016/j.bandl.2017.10.008 [Epub ahead of print]. 

Website: 

[Ref. no.] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Ten Great 

Public Health Achievements in the 20th Century. Available at: 

http://www.cdc.gov/about/history/tengpha.html. 
 

Tables 

Submit tables on separate pages and number them consecutively 

using Arabic numerals. Provide a short descriptive title, column 

headings, and (if necessary) footnotes to make each table self-

explanatory. Refer to tables in the text as Table 1, etc. Use Table 1, 

etc. in the table legends. Please indicate in the manuscript the 
approximate position of each table. 

Figures 

Illustrations will be reduced in size to fit, whenever possible, the 

width of a single column. Lettering in all figures within the article 

should be uniform in style, preferably a sans serif typeface, and of 

sufficient size, so that it is readable at the final size of approximately 

2 mm. Uppercase letters A, B, C, etc. should be used to identify parts 

of multi-part figures. Cite all figures in the text in a numerical order. 

Indicate the approximate position of each figure.

Color figures: Authors are encouraged to submit illustrations in color 

if necessary for their scientific content. Publication of color figures is 

provided free of charge.

Line drawings and photographs must be of high quality. Please note 

that faint shading may be lost upon reproduction.

Figure legends: Provide a short descriptive title, and (if necessary) 

footnotes to make each figure self-explanatory on separate pages. 

Explain all symbols used in the figures. Remember to use the same 
abbreviations as in the text body.

Nomenclature 

Follow the rules of the IUPAC-IUB Commission on Biochemical 

Nomenclature, as in IUB Biochemical Nomenclature and Related 

Documents, 3rd edition, obtainable from Biochemical Society Book 

Depot, P.O. Box 32, Commerce Way, Colchester, CO2 8HP, U.K. 

Enzyme names should be in accordance with the recommendations of 

the IUPAC-IUB Commission on Biochemical Nomenclature, 1978, 

as in Enzyme Nomenclature, published by Academic Press, New 

York, 1992. Genotypes should be given in italics, phenotypes should 

not be italicised. Nomenclature of bacterial genetics should follow 
Damerec et al. Genetics 1966;54:61–76. 

Offprints 

The electronic files of typeset articles in Adobe Acrobat PDF format 

are provided free of charge and are provided via the e-mail address of 
the corresponding author. 

Note for authors of NIH-funded research 

Walter de Gruyter Publishers acknowledge that the author of an NIH-

funded article retains the right to provide a copy of the final 

manuscript to NIH upon acceptance for publication or thereafter, for 

public archiving in PubMed Central 12 months after publication in 

Hormone Molecular Biology and Clinical Investigation. Note that 

only the accepted author’s version of the manuscript, not the PDF file 

of the published article, may be used for NIH archiving. 

Please contact the Editorial Office for any further 
questions you may have: 

Editor-in-Chief 

Dr Gérard S. Chetrite 

Assistance Publique - Hôpitaux de Paris 

Faculté de Médecine Pierre et Marie Curie 

Site Saint-Antoine 

INSERM UMR S 938 

Centre de Recherche Saint-Antoine 

27 Rue Chaligny 

75571 Paris Cedex 12 

France 

Email: gerard.chetrite@u-psud.fr  

Secretarial Assistant, Sandra MacDonald, 

Email: hmbci.macdonald@orange.fr  

www.degruyter.com/journals/hmbci 

http://www.biomedicaleditor.com/vancouver-style.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/projects/linkout/journals/jourlists.fcgi?type=journals&typeid=1&format=html&show=C&operation=Show
https://support.clarivate.com/ScientificandAcademicResearch/s/article/Standard-journal-abbreviations-used-in-online-databases?language=en_US
http://www.cdc.gov/about/history/tengpha.htm
mailto:gerard.chetrite@u-psud.fr
mailto:hmbci.macdonald@orange.fr

