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DESCRIPTION
Open Archaeology invites manuscripts for the Special Issue: Scales of Interaction in the Bronze 
and Iron Age Central Mediterranean. 

The cultures of the Central Mediterranean played a crucial role in the pan-Mediterranean 
interactions of the Bronze and Iron Ages. At large scales, these cultures facilitated trade across the 
Mediterranean Sea and beyond, reaching eastward to Cyprus, Crete, and the Near East, northward 
into mainland Europe, and westward to Iberia. These long-distance exchanges thrived despite 
the marked differences in social organization between the cultures of the Central Mediterranean 
and many of the cultures they contacted. Such exchanges carried people, ideas, and goods 
into new markets and new communities. At regional and local scales, the internal dynamics of 
Central Mediterranean communities created opportunities for both physical and social imports to 
become embedded in existing cultural structures, changing them and being changed by them. 
These dynamics are often investigated through artifact distributions, settlement patterns, and site 
hierarchies, but can also be addressed through materials analysis, isotope studies, and aDNA. This 
special issue will bring together research on the many scales of interaction operating in the Central 
Mediterranean during the Bronze and Iron Ages, with the goal of untangling the interwoven threads 
of cultural connection. We are particularly interested in papers that address how multiple scales 
interact, and we welcome both quantitative and qualitative approaches.

This special issue will be published in two parts. For publication in 2022, the deadline is 30 April 
2022. For publication in 2023, the deadline is 30 October 2022.
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COORDINATING EDITOR 

Emily Holt, Center for Field Sciences and Cardiff University; Davide Schirru, Università degli Studi 
di Roma “La Sapienza”

HOW TO SUBMIT
The authors are kindly invited to submit their contribution via the online submission system 
Editorial Manager available at: http://www.editorialmanager.com/opar/Default.aspx

Please select the Category “SI on scales of interaction in BA and IA” to ensure that the manuscript 
is processed by the Guest Editors.

It is important that authors include a cover letter with their manuscript. The cover letter should 
explicitly state that the manuscript (or one with substantially the same content, by any of the 
authors) has not been previously published in any language anywhere and that it is not under 
simultaneous consideration or in press by another journal.
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TIMELINE

Before submission the authors should carefully read over the Instructions for Authors, which are 
located at: degruyter.com/publication/journal_key/OPAR/downloadAsset/OPAR_Instructions%20for%20
Authors.pdf

Submission of a manuscript does not necessarily imply approval for its publication in this Open 
Archaeology special issue. The manuscript will be subjected to a peer review procedure managed 
by our esteemed Guest Editors and its acceptance will depend on this assessment.

If you have any questions, please contact Emily Holt emilyholt2013@gmail.com 
or Katarzyna Inga Michalak katarzyna.michalak@degruyter.com.

Please note the Special Issue will be published in two parts.

Volume 1: 
Manuscript submission deadline: 30th April 2022 
Planed publication: 2022

Volume 2: 
Manuscript submission deadline: 30th October 2022 
Planed publication: 2023
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