
Phonetica - Instructions for Authors 
Article Types 
 
Phonetica welcomes submissions of five types: Research Articles, Review Articles, Discussions, Book 
Notices and Book Discussions. 
 
Research Article 
 
Research Articles report on primary research. They must describe significant and original 
observations. Consideration for publication is based on the article’s originality, novelty, and scientific 
soundness, and the appropriateness of its analyses. 
 
Research Articles are reports of original work. Authors are asked to follow the EQUATOR Network 
guidelines (http://www.equator-network.org/) for Research Articles. 
 
All investigations involving human subjects must follow the principles of the Helsinki Declaration on 
human research participants’ rights, including prior approval of the research protocols and consent 
procedures from an Institutional Review Board (IRB) or an Ethics Review Committee. 
 
Research Articles should be no longer than 50 double-spaced pages including tables, figures and 
captions, but not counting references, appendices and supplementary materials. 
The abstract should be no longer than 200 words. 
 
Review Article 
 
Review Articles are considered reviews of research or summary articles. They are state-of-the-art 
papers covering a current topic by experts in the field. They should give evidence on and provide 
answers to a well-defined aspect or question in a particular area. Review Articles must include 
a critical discussion of the reported data and give a clear conclusion with potential impacts on theory, 
empirical research, and/or applications in real world settings. 
 
Review Articles should be no longer than 50 double-spaced pages including tables, figures and 
captions, but not counting references, appendices and supplementary materials. 
The abstract should be no longer than 200 words. 
 
Discussion 
Discussions (usually invited) should be related to a specific article or special issue. 
 
Discussions should be no more than 1000–1500 words, i.e. about 4–5 pages of text in a double-
spaced manuscript. No abstract is required. 

Book Notice 

A Book Notice should give an idea of the contents of a book so that Phonetica’s readers can decide 
whether to take a closer look and/or purchase it. The primary goal is thus to overview and 
summarize the book’s contents within a few paragraphs, both for monographs and edited volumes. 
The content summary should address the general topics/themes/questions covered by the book, and 
its particular focus on them; the theoretical/methodological/empirical perspectives it deals with; 
how its content is organized; and the languages and linguistic disciplines it includes. Please do not 
put the book’s content together as a list of individual chapters. 

http://www.equator-network.org/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-helsinki-ethical-principles-for-medical-research-involving-human-subjects/


The second objective of a Book Notice is to evaluate the contents and potential readership, following 
the content summary. This section should address whether the topic of the book is timely, 
adequately treated, and identifies its primary scientific contribution including new findings and/or 
noteworthy points. It should also designate the scientific fields/disciplines to which the book is most 
relevant, the level of expertise readers should have, and note any justified criticisms. For edited 
volumes, reviewers should characterize the extent and ways in which the chapters follow 
a consistent line of argument and are coherently organized in both content and style. Any gaps or 
heterogeneities should be noted, as well as the extent to which the chapters meet the objectives as 
stated in the book editor’s (editors’) foreword. 

A Book Notice should be 1000–1500 words, i.e. about 4–5 double-spaced pages. The title of the book 
notice should be book’s bibliographic data, followed by the name(s), affiliation(s) and email of the 
reviewer(s). There is no abstract. Footnotes must be avoided. 

Book Discussion 

Book Discussion articles focus on a classic or other influential book in phonetics and discuss the 
relevance of its core ideas to current research and theory in phonetics and phonology. They should 
go beyond a summary of the book's content, which should take up less than half of the manuscript. 
The main aim of a Book Discussion should be to articulate some type of "call-to-action" for the field, 
based on one or more of the following points: 

• relate seminal books to recent publications in order to make empirical or methodological 
developments explicit and, on this basis, suggest future research directions that extend or go beyond 
previous developments; 

• critically discuss established findings, observations, or claims in the light of current state-of-the-art 
methods or empirical evidence; 

• direct the scientific community to prior findings, observations, or claims that are currently 
overlooked, and discuss their relevance to ongoing research and/or theory; 

• take up earlier findings or observations and develop them further into new ideas and perspectives 
for follow-up studies that are relevant and original but have not been conducted as yet. 

Book Discussions should not only help prevent us from reinventing the wheel, although this is indeed 
meant to be one of their tasks. Over and above that, this innovative article type aims to return our 
perspective back to where fundamental concepts hit the ground often decades ago, in this way 
helping the seminal works to remain anchors in the field by clarifying how they can still connect with 
ongoing developments and stimulate new ideas, discussions, and research. 

Book Discussions should be 2500-3000 words and may include 1-2 figures, i.e., about 7-11 double-
spaced pages. Please refrain from using more than one level of subheadings. The title of the Book 
Discussion should include the book’s bibliographic data, followed by the name(s), affiliation(s) and 
email of the reviewer(s). The abstract should be no longer than 200 words. Footnotes must be 
avoided. 

Manuscript Submission 
 
Manuscripts should be submitted online via the Publication Management System Manuscript 
ScholarOne https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/phon by the manuscript’s corresponding author. The 
corresponding (submitting) author will automatically be the contact person for the manuscript 
throughout the publication process.  

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/phon


 
You will be required to enter an abstract of maximum 200 words and 3–5 keywords as part of 
the submission process. Please note: there is no abstract needed for Discussion articles or Book 
Notices – you can just write “None” to submit these types of articles through the system. 
 
A brief cover letter is required that briefly outlines how your study contributes to the current 
scientific literature and how it fits the aims and scope of the Journal. If your submission is part of 
a special issue of the journal, please refer to the specific name of the special issue in your cover letter 
and specify who invited the submission where appropriate. 
 
Authors should also submit a separate pdf of their manuscript to ensure proper display/typesetting 
of special fonts and characters (e.g., phonetic transcriptions, non-Roman orthographic characters). 
 
The corresponding (submitting) author is solely responsible for managing all communication 
between the journal and all co-authors and acts on behalf of all listed authors. This ensures that all 
correspondence reaches a unique contact and thereby secures swift communication throughout the 
submission, peer review and production process. Articles can be published with more than one 
corresponding author (usually limited to three), but only one (the submitting author) can be 
accommodated for communications with the journal office during the submission, peer review and 
production process. 
 
The corresponding (submitting) author’s specific responsibilities include: 
 
• Ensuring all the listed authors have approved the manuscript submission to the journal and 

agreed to all of the content including the author list 

• Handling the revision(s) and re-submission(s) of the manuscript until acceptance 

• After acceptance, manuscript proof reading and approving the final proof 

• Arranging for payment of Page Charges/Article Processing Charges where required. The 
affiliation of the corresponding (submitting) author will be used to determine eligibility for 
discounted or waived charges including discounted or waived APCs under read and 
publish/offsetting/OA agreements 

• Act as the point of contact for queries about the published article. It is their responsibility to 
inform all co-authors of any matters arising in relation to the published article including 
questions relating to publication ethics, availability of data, materials, etc. 

 
Please note that the author names entered into the manuscript submission and peer review system 
should be identical to the information presented on the title page of the manuscript, including the 
sequence of authorship. The author names submitted should reflect the official publication names. It 
is the corresponding (submitting) author’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of all content in the 
proof, including the names of co-authors, addresses and affiliations. 

Manuscript Arrangement 
 
Language and spelling 
 
Manuscripts must be written in clear and concise English. Contributors whose native language is not 
English should have their manuscripts read by a qualified native speaker before submission. 
Manuscripts that do not meet the standards of international publishing in terms of editorial quality 
will be rejected without reviewing. 
 



Title Page 
 
The first page of each paper should indicate the title, the authors' names, the institute where the 
work was conducted, and a short title for use as running head (if needed). 
 
Each listed author must have an affiliation, which comprises the department, university, or 
organization and its location, city, state/province (if applicable), and country. 
 
Please be sure to indicate an email address and affiliation for each contributing author. 
 
The running head should have no more than 80 characters. Abbreviations should be avoided. 
 
The exact postal address of the corresponding author complete with postal code must be given at 
the bottom of the title page. Please also supply phone number and e-mail address. 
 
Keywords (3-5) relevant to the article should be listed below the corresponding author information. 
 
Abstract 
 
Please place the abstract (required for Research Articles, Review Articles and Book Discussions) on 
the second page of your manuscript. The abstract should be no longer than 200 words and must be 
included in the manuscript file, and should not contain subheadings. The unstructured abstract 
should summarize the main points and reflect the content of an article. It should be written in a clear 
and concise way. 
 
The ScholarOne System also requires separate submission of the Abstract via a form. 
 
Formatting and references 
 
Authors are advised to adhere as closely as possible to the De Gruyter Mouton journal style sheet, 
especially regarding the form of Figures, Tables, Citations, and the References. For glossed Examples, 
authors should follow the Leipzig Glossing Rules. Authors should make sure to list all works in the 
references that have been cited in the text, and only those works. The full first names of authors 
must be included. 
 
Additional information for manuscript formatting 

• Unless specified otherwise for specific article types (see above), manuscripts should be no 
longer than 50 double-spaced pages including tables, figures and captions, but not counting 
references, appendices and supplementary materials. 

• Manuscripts should be submitted in 12 pt font, including tables, figures, and the captions for 
both. 

• Line Numbers and Line Spacing: please double-space the manuscript and include line 
numbers. 

• Figures and tables: 
o Please upload as Main Document your entire manuscript as a Word Document with 

figures and tables, and their respective captions, embedded in the desired 
locations within the text; please make sure the figures are sufficiently high 
resolution to be crisp, clear and easily readable (> 300 dpi for photo; > 600 dpi for 
line drawings). In addition, please also upload your figures again separately in one 
zip archive with the file designation “Source Codes … as ZIP archive”; all should be 
in high resolution (> 300 dpi photos; >1200 dpi line drawings).  

https://www.degruyter.com/publication/journal_key/PHON/downloadAsset/PHON_Mouton_journal_stylesheet.pdf
https://www.eva.mpg.de/lingua/resources/glossing-rules.php


o Include a list of figure captions and a list of table captions following the reference 
list. 
 

 
Ethics Statement 
 
An Ethics Statement is required for Research Articles, and should follow the General 
Discussion/Conclusions section of the manuscript. For all research involving human subjects, written 
informed consent to participate in the study should be obtained from participants (or their 
parent/legal guardian where appropriate) and a statement detailing this should appear in the Ethics 
Statement. Studies involving human subjects must have been conducted following protocols and 
informed consent practices in compliance with the Helsinki Declaration. Normally, this entails prior 
formal approval of the protocols and informed consent procedures by an appropriate ethics 
committee. Please specify the name of the ethics committee or other relevant authority who 
approved the study protocol and provide the reference number where appropriate. If ethics approval 
was not required, or if the study has been granted an exemption from requiring ethics approval, this 
should also be detailed in the Ethics Statement (including the name of the ethics committee which 
made that decision). 
 
For studies involving vulnerable participants or participants at risk of potential coercion, detailed 
information regarding the steps taken to ensure informed consent must be provided. If consent was 
not obtained, please specify why and whether this was approved by an ethics committee. In line with 
the recommendations of the Helsinki Declaration and the International Committee of Medical 
Journal Editors (ICMJE) on the protection of research participants, any identifying 
information/attributes of individual participants must be anonymized in the manuscript and its 
supplementary files, if any. If identifying information is necessary to a submitted article, please 
confirm that the individual has provided written consent for the use of that information in 
a publication. 
 
Author Contributions 
 
In the case of multi-authored submissions, please include a short statement following the Ethics 
Statement (Research Articles) or Discussion/Conclusion (all other submission types), detailing the 
contributions of each person named as an author. Contributors to the paper who do not fulfill the 
ICMJE Criteria for Authorship (http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-
responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html) should be credited in the 
Acknowledgement section. 
 
Conflict of Interest Statement 
 
This section should follow the Author Contributions statement. Authors are required to disclose any 
possible conflicts of interest. All forms of support and financial involvement (e.g. employment, 
consultancies, honoraria, stock ownership and options, expert testimony, grants or patents received 
or pending, royalties) which took place in the previous three years should be listed, regardless of 
their potential relevance to the paper. Also the nonfinancial relationships (personal, political, or 
professional) that may potentially influence the writing of the manuscript should be declared. If 
there is no conflict of interest, please state: “The authors have no conflicts of interest to declare.” 

https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-helsinki-ethical-principles-for-medical-research-involving-human-subjects/
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
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