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Rheumatology and Immunology Research (RIR) endorses the International 

Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) Recommendations for the 

Conduct, Reporting, Editing and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical 

Journals. And the journal also strictly follows rules and recommendations of 

Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE).  

 

Scientific Content Quality 

The academic quality of our publications is guaranteed and supervised by its 

sponsor(s) together with its editorial board. Therefore, the sponsor as well as 

the Editorial Board of the journal is responsible for the scientific quality. In this 

case, the Journal has strict requirements and process for the establishment of 

the Editorial Board. 

 

Editorial Board Member Selection Process 

The Journal uses an international rule to establish the Editorial Board of each 

journal. There may be some more requirements based on the standard rule. 

Generally, the Journal has four steps to select the editorial board. Firstly, the 

Editor-in-Chief together with the publisher provides a list of nominated 

experts within the field based on their academic background. Secondly the 



Editor-in-Chief will talk or email to these experts to check if they are interested 

in such a job. Experts who are interested will be requested for detailed 

curriculum vitae. Thirdly, the sponsored society and the Editor-in-Chief will 

make a discussion to evaluate if they are qualified as a member based on the 

Editorial Board Requirements designed previously. Fourthly, experts who 

passed the evaluations will receive an official letter for this appointment. 

Members who are found with bad ethical problems will be excluded from the 

Board. Importantly, all members have the rights to know their roles and 

responsibilities for the journal. Therefore, all related documents will be sent to 

the appliers before the evaluation process is performed. By this the appliers 

will decide whether they are sufficient or have enough time to contribute to 

the journal.  

 

Editorial and Peer Review Process 

A manuscript will be reviewed for possible publication with the understanding 

that it is being submitted to RIR alone at that point in time and has not been 

published anywhere, simultaneously submitted, or already accepted for 

publication elsewhere. The journal expects that authors would authorize one 

of them to correspond with the Journal for all matters related to the 

manuscript. All manuscripts received are duly acknowledged. On submission, 

editors review all submitted manuscripts initially for suitability for formal 

review. Manuscripts with insufficient originality, serious scientific or technical 



flaws, or lack of a significant message are rejected before proceeding for 

formal peer-review. Manuscripts that are unlikely to be of interest to the RIR 

readers are also liable to be rejected at this stage itself. 

 

Manuscripts that are found suitable for publication in RIR are sent to two or 

more outside expert reviewers. During submission, the contributor is 

requested to provide names of two or three qualified reviewers who have had 

experience in the subject of the submitted manuscript, but this is not 

mandatory. The reviewers should not be affiliated with the same institutes as 

the contributor/s. However, the selection of these reviewers is at the sole 

discretion of the editor. The journal follows a double-blind review process, 

wherein the reviewers and authors are unaware of each other’s identity. Every 

manuscript is also assigned to the Editor-in-Chief, Co-Editor-in-Chief and 

Executive Editor-in-Chief, who based on the comments from the reviewers 

takes a final decision on the manuscript. The comments and suggestions 

(acceptance/rejection/revision in manuscript) received from reviewers are 

conveyed to the corresponding author. If required, the author is requested to 

provide a point-by-point response to reviewers’ comments and submit a 

revised version of the manuscript. This process is repeated till reviewers and 

editors are satisfied with the manuscript. 

 

Manuscripts accepted for publication are copy edited for grammar, 



punctuation, print style, and format. Page proofs are sent to the 

corresponding author. The corresponding author is expected to return the 

corrected proofs within three days. It may not be possible to incorporate 

corrections received after that period. The whole process of submission of the 

manuscript to final decision and sending and receiving proofs is completed 

online. To achieve faster and greater dissemination of knowledge and 

information, the journal publishes articles online as ‘Ahead of Print’ 

immediately on acceptance.  

 


