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Reinhardt Grossmann is one of the most sophisticated, knowledgeable
and original contemporary metaphysicians. Although he was a student
of Bergmann, he influenced the development of Bergmann’s metaphysics considerably. No philosopher other than Grossmann defends perception to that degree against the persistent skeptical arguments. He
characterizes his epistemological positions as radical empiricism and
radical realism. By realism Grossmann mainly means the view that the
material things we perceive exist. It is thus also an ontological position
and closely related to his empiricism. Grossmann’s empiricism is radical
insofar as he claims that entities of all categories are perceptible, even
numbers and universals. Grossmann’s universal realism advocates a theory of abstract categories against the current naturalism. He distinguishes
between the world and the physical universe. The latter is the domain of
science; the former is the subject of ontology.
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Generally, categories are understood to express the most general features of reality. Yet, since categories have this special status, obtaining a
correct list of them is difficult. This question is addressed by examining
how Thomas Aquinas establishes the list of categories through a technique of identifying diversity in how predicates are per se related to their
subjects. A sophisticated critique by Duns Scotus of this position is also
examined, a rejection which is fundamentally grounded in the idea that
no real distinction can be made from a logical one. It is argued Aquinas’s
approach can be rehabilitated in that real distinctions are possible when
specifically considering per se modes of predication. This discussion between Aquinas and Scotus bears fruit in a contemporary context insofar
as it bears upon, strengthens, and seeks to correct E. J. Lowe’s four-category ontology view regarding the identity and relation of the categories.
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This volume is about ontological categories. The categories of an ontology are designed to classify all existents. They are crucial and characterize an ontology.
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Herbert Hochberg is one of the most influential analytical philosophers
and one of the most influential critics of analytical philosophy. He disputed with almost all leading analytical philosophers, from Quine, Goodman
and Wilfrid Sellars to David Lewis and David Armstrong. His point of
view is ontological and he harks back to the origins of analytical philosophy where he finds unknown precursors of current views. And he finds
parallels to contemporary non-analytic philosophies. In his own ontology
he tries to dispense with simple particulars.
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In the last decades, Ingvar Johansson has made a formidable contribution to the development of philosophy in general and perhaps especially to the development of metaphysics. This volume consists of original
papers written by 50 philosophers from all over the world in honour of
Ingvar Johansson to celebrate his 70th birthday. The papers cover traditional issues in metaphysics and the philosophy of mind, applied ethics
and applied metaphysics, the nature of human rights, the philosophy of
economics and sports. Some of the papers study the philosophy of Ingvar Johansson. All of them studies subjects which he has shown an interest in. The variety of subjects covered, testifies to the extraordinary wide
range of issues his thought has had a bearing on.
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The book addresses the representation of information in linguistic formulation, and modes of cogent demonstration in logic, mathematics, and
empirical investigation, as well as the role of logic in philosophical deliberations. Overall, the book seeks to demonstrate and illustrate the utility
of logic as a productive resource for rational inquiry at large.

IN PREPARATION
Volume 7
Guido Bonino, Greg Jesson, Javier Cumpa Arteseros (Eds.)
DEFENDING REALISM
Ontological and Epistemological Investigations
2014. approx. 438 pages
Language of Publication English
Subjects Metaphysics, Ontology
Hc. RRP € 109.95 / *US$ 154.00 / ISBN 978-1-61451-769-6
eBook RRP € 109.95 / *US$ 154.00 / ISBN 978-1-61451-665-1
Print + eBook RRP € 169.95 / *US$ 238.00 /
ISBN 978-1-61451-666-8

The essays collected in this volume explore the fundamental issues of
philosophical realism, including metaphysical realism: Do things exist and
have properties independently of being objects of thought or perception? Epistemological realism: Is it possible to know any part of reality
in and of itself? And ontological realism: Are there universals? This book
will provide a welcome resource for philosophers and for advanced philosophy students.

