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Current reception histories emphasize the world of Biblical readers, their 
socio-historical contexts, and the myriad effects of Biblical exegesis. This 
reception history studies interpretations of Jesus’ encounter with a Ca-
naanite woman (Matt 15:21 – 28) as normative “scripts” that exhort spe-
cific types of compliance in a broad range of historical and cultural set-
tings, revealing remarkably diverse understandings of Christian identity 
and community.
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The book revisits New Testament and other miracle stories with regard 
to three dimensions: 1. It proposes to connect the interpretation of mira-
cle stories to concepts of reality. 2. It emphasizes the political implica-
tions of miracle stories and their interpretations. 3. It demands to read 
miracle stories within its contexts.The book addresses how ancient con-
cepts of reality, always complex, come to expression in stories of miracu-
lous healings and their reception in medicine, art, literature, theology and 
philosophy, from classic antiquity to the Middle Ages.

The series Studies of the Bible and Its Reception (SBR) publishes monographs and 
collected volumes which explore the reception history of the Bible in a wide variety of 
academic and cultural contexts. Closely linked to the multi-volume project Encyclope-
dia of the Bible and Its Reception (EBR), this book series is a publication platform for 
works which cover the broad field of reception history of the Bible in various religious 
traditions, historical periods, and cultural fields. Volumes in this series aim to present the 
material of reception processes or to develop methodological discussions in more detail, 
enabling authors and readers to more deeply engage and understand the dynamics of 
biblical reception in a wide variety of academic fields.


