PREFACE
THIS book is a study in commerce and politics. It is an attempt to
trace the relations between the commercial system of the St.
Lawrence and the political development of Canada during almost
a century of its history. The St. Lawrence river inspired and
supported a trading system which was both transatlantic and
transcontinental in extent, and political as well as economic in
significance. Its needs could no more be satisfied within the sphere
of commerce than its growth could be confined within the territorial
limits of the Canadas; and it involved its supporters in the concerns of the British Empire, the affairs of the North American
continent and the provincial politics of Canada itself. These
political and economic interests, which were at once so wide-spread
and so deep-rooted, were represented by the successive generations
of Canadian merchants; and it is largely from the point of view
of the commercial group that this study has been written. It was
the merchants, above all others, who struggled to win the territorial
empire of the St. Lawrence and to establish its institutional
expression, the Canadian commercial state; and though their
influence was undeniably less than the pressure which they persistently applied, they may be regarded as one of the most
continuously important groups in Canadian history.
To stand, as the merchants did, at the junction of commerce and
politics, is inevitably to lose sight of some portion of the wide
fields which lie on either side. There can be no claim, nor is there
any implication, that this study satisfies the traditional requirements of either a general economic or a general political history.
The main purpose of this book is to set forth, as a related whole,
the ambitions, programmes and struggles which had their central
inspiration in the St. Lawrence river; and while the theme of the
St. Lawrence is vitally important for Canada, and all-important
for this book, it is not the only theme in Canadian history. There
are historical problems of varying importance for which there can
be little accommodation in this essay; and the limits of its design
may dictate the cursory treatment of topics both economic and
political without necessarily implying any judgment upon their
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historical importance. Empire of the St. Lawrence is intended to serve
as an introduction to a theme of enduring significance in Canadian
development. It is not meant to provide a final and self-sufficient
interpretation of Canadian history.
It remains for me to thank those who, in various ways, have
helped me in the study of my subject or in the writing of this book.
The officials of the Public Archives at Ottawa, Mr. W. S. Wallace,
Librarian of the University of Toronto Library, and Dr. J. J.
Talman of the Provincial Archives of Ontario have all assisted me
in obtaining material. I am indebted to Professor A. R. M. Lower
of the University of Manitoba, who has kindly permitted me to
use some of his unpublished material on the Canadian timber
trade. From Mr. Charles Lindsey of Toronto, I have obtained
permission to consult the files of the Colonial Advocate and The
Constitution, which have been deposited in the University of
Toronto Library; and Professor R. A. MacKay of Dalhousie
University has generously put at my disposal a portion of his own
notes on William Lyon Mackenzie's newspapers. I am indebted
for much helpful criticism and many valuable suggestions to my
colleagues in the Department of History at Toronto: to Professor
Chester Martin, head of the department, Dr. G. W. Brown and
Mr. R. G. Riddell, each of whom has read sections of my manuscript; and to Professor G. P. de T. Glazebrook, who has read
nearly the whole of the study and who has helped me very greatly
with the maps. Dr. James T. Shot well, the general editor of this
series, Professor J. Bartlet Brebner of Columbia University,
Professor N. J. Endicott of University College, Toronto, and
Professor G. S. Graham of Queen's University, have likewise
found time and patience to read my manuscript in whole or in
part; and the text has benefited greatly from the historical and
literary amendments which they have been kind enough to
suggest. Finally, I should particularly like to acknowledge the
great debt I owe to Professor H. A. Innis,head of the Department
of Political Economy in the University of Toronto, who has
aided me throughout with his interest and enthusiasm as well
as with his judgment and scholarship.
University of Toronto
October, 1937
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PART I
THE FIRST UNITY OF THE ST. LAWRENCE
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