
Introduction 

THE University of Toronto Athletic Association was 
formed in the spring of 1893 succeeding the original 

Gymnasium Committee of 1891-2, through whose energy and 
initiative the Gymnasium was built. On October 7, 1893, 
the first meeting was held in that building which stood on 
the site of the present Gymnasium. 

On October 27, 1943, the completion of its fiftieth year 
was marked by an anniversary dinner to which were invited 
all those who had been members of the Directorate during 
that period. Many of the originals had passed on but special 
recognition was made to four of the "charter" members, viz., 
Dr. A. T. DeLury, '90, Professor emeritus; James G. Merrick, 
'96, Wm. A. MacKinnon, '97 and Dr. D. Bruce Macdonald, 
'95, the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Uni-
versity. The presence of Sir Robert Falconer, Honorary 
President of the Association from 1907 until his retirement in 
1932, Dr. H. J. Cody, Honorary President since 1932 and 
Professor M. A. Mackenzie, President from 1916 to 1932 
added greatly to the significance of the occasion. 

The Chairman on that occasion was Dr. John A. Mc-
Collum, President of the Association from 1932 until the 
present year. He had been closely identified with athletics in 
the University since he entered the Faculty of Medicine in 
1897. He was an outstanding athlete in his student days, a 
member of the Athletic Advisory Board for thirty-five years 
and a representative of that body on the Athletic Directorate 
since 1924. It was a matter of pride and satisfaction for him 
to be able to report that the last payment of the Arena 
loan had been made and that the Association was now free 
from debt. 

The Athletic Association is the oldest student organization 
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in the University with the possible exception of the University 
College Literary and Scientific Society, which was organized 
by the late Dr. Daniel Wilson in 18 54 when the University 
occupied the old Parliament Buildings on Front Street. 
But the "Lit" changed its name in 1921 when it ceased to be 
"Scientific" and became the U.C. Literary and Athletic Society. 

In reviewing the past fifty years one cannot fail to be im-
pressed by the confidence reposed in the Association by the 
University Trustees and the Board of Governors. This was 
largely due to the successive University Presidents, viz., Dr. 
James Loudon (1892-1906) for his active interest in all that 
pertained to the physical welfare of the students and his 
insistence that the students themselves must assume and 
share in the responsibilities of the organization; to Acting-
President Dr. Maurice Hutton (1906-1907) whose influence 
and foresight secured the playing fields for the use of the 
undergraduates when that security was threatened; to Sir 
Robert Falconer (1907-1932) for his wise counsel and en-
couragement in the administration of athletics during the 
period of expansion which distinguished the first decade of 
his regime and the difficult days of the War and the post-war 
period, and to the present President, Dr. H . J. Cody for his 
enthusiastic support and personal interest not only in the 
Association as a whole but in the individual teams and the 
members of them. 

It is also a striking fact and yet not a surprising one that 
so many of our athletes have attained prominent places in the 
public life of the country. To list them all would be difficult if 
not impossible. But eight of them are or have been members 
of the Board of Governors of the University; Dr. Bruce 
Macdonald, Dr. John J. Gibson, R. A. Bryce, Wing Co~_-
mander Chas. F. W. Burns, Fred. K. Morrow, the late Eric 
Armour, K.C., the late W. K. George and the late Dr. T. A. 
Russell. To the latter the Association is indebted for the 
admirable Constitution and By-Laws drawn up when he was 
Secretary-Treasurer, 1898-1900, in collaboration with his 
successor in that office, 1900-01, Dr. Velyien E . Henderson. 
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Many of its members have become prominent in the legal 
profession, some attaining judgeships; others have been 
leaders in in the Church, education, in medicine, and in business 
life; some have occupied high positions in Government and 
diplomatic circles and many, a great many have served the 
Empire in two great wars, filling positions of great responsi-
bility. Many of the latter have laid down their lives in the 
cause of freedom . 

To those who had vision for the foture, to graduates, staff 
and undergraduates, who gave of their best and "builded 
better than they knew," the University owes a debt that can 
never be repaid. May those who come after take these men 
for their ensamples and uphold, as they have done, the honour 
of the Blue and White. 

University of Toronto 
Ist September, I944. 

T.A.R. 
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