
PREFACE 

This, the first international Specialists' Conference on Culture 
Collections, was organized with several aims. It was hoped that a 
consideration of the role of culture collections in science and indus-
try would place the importance of culture collections in true per-
spective for all to see. Secondly, through a consideration of the 
organization of collections, we hoped, not only to aid wo·rkers ac-
tively concerned with culture collections, but a!so to give a clear 
picture of the organizational problems to administrators. We also 
wished to give consideration to the fundamental and technical as-
pects of the preservation of micro-organisms and other cells, with 
special emphasis being placed on the maintenance of physiological, 
morphological and genetic characteristics. The speakers have striv-
en to elucidate what is known of the subject matter, and also to 
draw attention to areas of ignorance, with the hope of stimulating 
research in these areas. Last, but not least, it was felt that, by 
bringing together specialists with varied backgrounds and interests, 
problems of mutual, but perhaps unrecognized, concern might be 
brought to light . 

Some may feel that our aims have been too all-encompassing 
for such a short meeting. However, if the conference has done 
nothing more than to leave food for thought, it can be considered a 
success. If these proceedings can offer the same fare to the reader, 
they too will have served their purpose . 

As secretary of the conference I extend my sincere thanks to 
all of those who took part in the program. Especial thanks are due 
Drs. N. E. Gibbons, I. J . McDonald and C. Quadling who aided so 
greatly in the planning and organization of the conference. 

It has been a great privilege and a rich experience to have 
been associated with this conference. It is rewai:=-ding to know that 
the conference -at-large voted unanimously for the continuation of 
such conferences on an international basis. 
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