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                            Conspiracy theories have become an increasingly important part of the political realm especially in the United States. More than 30 % of citizens either strongly or somewhat believe in QAnon, the Birther or the Truther conspiracy to name a few of these theories. In this article, I provide an overview of conspiracy theory beliefs and evaluate the factors that make people more likely to believe in such theories. With the help of an original survey comprising 1000 residents in the US, I detect that there is not necessarily a conspirational mindset. While low education, a right-wing ideology seem to increase beliefs in conspiracy theories throughout the board, the effects of other indicators including populist attitudes, low self-esteem and age tend differ based on the conspiracy theory under investigation.
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                            This paper examines electoral bias within US politics, including as it relates to malapportionment in the US Senate and Electoral College. Specifically, with the Republican Party gaining significant support in rural areas and the Democratic Party becoming concentrated in urban areas, there is concern that the US electoral system increases the probability that the Republican Party will win a much higher percent of Senate seats than its public support and repeatedly win the presidency without having won a plurality of votes, as was the case in 2000 and 2016. I explore this concern using a relatively new measure called the Directional Proportionality Index (DPIx). Applying it to the Electoral College since 1872 and the US Senate since 1918, this paper demonstrates that while there does exist a small pro-Republican bias in the Electoral College owing to malapportionment, the pro-Republican malapportionment bias in Senate races is far more substantial . However, as long as the percent vote for Democratic and Republican presidential candidates remains close due to partisan polarization, this small bias in the Electoral College is likely enough to lead to more cases whereby the Republican Party loses the popular vote but still wins control over the White House and the United States Congress.
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                            Politically, the mid-term election of 2022 not only switched partisan control of one of the major branches of American national government but shifted party balance within that government as a whole. Yet analytically, this resulted from a shift in the House of Representatives so minute – 9 seats changed hands in a body of 435 members – that many of the usual tools for dissecting American elections had nothing to say. Which means at a minimum that analysis of this particular contest requires some larger, nested framework for its interpretation. This paper is an attempt to provide one such framework.
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                            Much research has suggested that Republican candidates in U.S. presidential elections benefit from voter bias against non-White groups. The present study supplements this research by including in the analysis bias against Whites. Estimates from the American National Election Studies 2020 Time Series Study indicated that a nontrivial percentage of the U.S. population has a bias that disfavors Whites, with this bias more prevalent among Democrats than Republicans. Further analyses estimated the extent to which the type of voter racial bias that favors Republican presidential candidates offsets the type of voter racial bias that favors Democratic presidential candidates. Estimates for the 2020 U.S. presidential election indicated that the two-party vote share for Donald Trump was higher among voters who rated Whites, Blacks, Hispanics, and Asians/Asian-Americans equal to each other on 0-to-100 feeling thermometers than among the full population of two-party voters, suggesting that Donald Trump was disadvantaged on net by the electorate including racially biased voters. These results call into question research that has used an unrepresentative set of racial attitudes to suggest that, in recent U.S. presidential elections, only Republican candidates have benefitted from racial bias among the electorate.
                        

                    
                

            

        







Book Review











    Unable to retrieve citations for this document

    
        
            
                
                
                
                    
                    

                    Retrieving citations for document...
                

            

        

    






    
        
            
            
                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                Requires Authentication
                            
                            
                                
                                Unlicensed
                            
                        
                        Licensed
                    
                
            February 5, 2024
            
                
                    Alison W. Craig: The Collaborative Congress: Reaching Common Ground in a Polarized House

                    
                
            

            
                
                    SoRelle Wyckoff Gaynor

                
                
    
            
                Page range: 609-611
            
        


            

        

        

            
        

        
            
            



    Cite this



            

    
    
        
            
                
                
                    

    Download PDF


                
            
        
    
    


        

        
            
                
                    
                

            

        








 
                                

                            

                        
                        
                            
                                Issues

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Ahead of Print / Just Accepted 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Ahead of Print / Just Accepted 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 21 (2023) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 20 (2022) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3-4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 19 (2021) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 18 (2020) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 17 (2019) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 16 (2018) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 15 (2017) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 14 (2016) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 13 (2015) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 12 (2014) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 11 (2013) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 10 (2013) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                                A Voting Paradox in Modern American Politics
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                                Labor in American Politics
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 9 (2011) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                                Governing Through the Senate
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                                The Military in American Politics
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 8 (2010) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 7 (2009) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                                The Politics of Immigration Reform
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                                The Obama Administration: Setting Up a Government
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 6 (2008) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                                On the 2008 Presidential Election
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 5 (2008) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                                Politics of Presidential Selection
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 4 (2006) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 3 (2006) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 2 (2004) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                 Volume 1 (2003) 
                                            
                                        

                                        	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 4 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 3 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 2 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        
                                                             Issue 1 
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                


                                    

                                
                            

                        

                        
                        
                            Ranking

                            	Journal Impact Factor	0.8	2022, Journal Citation Reports (Clarivate, 2023)
	5-year Journal Impact Factor	0.9	2022, Journal Citation Reports (Clarivate, 2023)
	Journal Citation Indicator	0.31	2022, Journal Citation Reports (Clarivate, 2023)
	CiteScore	0.8	2022, Scopus (Elsevier B.V., 2023)
	SCImago Journal Rank	0.371	2022, SJR (Scimago Lab, 2023; Data Source: Scopus)
	Source Normalized Impact per Paper	0.441	2022, CWTS Journal Indicators (CWTS B.V., 2023; Data Source: Scopus)


                            
                                More information about journal rankings

                            
                        


                        
                        
                        
                            Submit

                            
                                

    
        
            Submit

        
        
            Submission
Submissions to The Forum should be made in MS Word and emailed directly to the editors at　theforum.degruyter@gmail.com 	 Text should be double-spaced, in Times New Roman, with twelve-point font, and indentations to the first sentence of each paragraph. Either footnotes or scientific notation are acceptable (a list of references should follow at the end of the document). Exhibits can be in any standard, easily edited format 
	 Submissions will be acknowledged expeditiously 
	 Please include cover page with the following:
1. The title　
2. The names of authors, with their institutional affiliations and email addresses
3. A single-spaced abstract of about 150 – 250 words
4. Three to five keywords
5. A one- or two-sentence biography of each author 
	 References: Please use the The Chicago Manual of Style author-date system for parenthetical citation in the text and the related reference list entry. For more specific details please visit http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html and click on the Author-Date tab 
	 IMPORTANT: By submitting to The Forum, you are agreeing to the terms of the De Gruyter Copyright Agreement. To view the full CTA, please visit the following link: Copyright Transfer Agreement 

 
   
Your benefits of publishing with us 	 Insightful reviews 
	 High citation rates, abstracting and indexing of your article 
	 Top journal in political sciences 
	 Every article easily discoverable because of Search Engine Optimization (SEO) and comprehensive abstracting and indexing services 
	 Increasing Impact Factor 
	 Secure archiving by De Gruyter and the independent archiving service Portico 
	 Professional sales and marketing activities 

 
   
Submission process 	 Submission of your paper at theforum.degruyter@gmail.com 
	 Peer review process 
	 Decision on your paper 
	 Print/online publishing 

 
   
Please note 	 Once your article is accepted you have the option to publish it open access 
	 Our Repository Policy allows you to distribute 30 PDF copies of your published article to colleagues (the PDF has to include the information that it is an author's copy). Please also feel free to distribute the link to the online abstract 
	 If you have any general questions please visit our FAQ page for authors 

 
   
  We look forward to receiving your manuscript! 

        

    



                            

                        

                        
                        
                        
                            Editorial

                            
                                

    
        
            Editorial

        
        
             Editors
Devin Caughey, MIT, USA
Dave Hopkins, Boston College, USA 
  Book Review Editor
Rachel Blum, Miami University, USA 
  Editorial Assistant
Regina Wagner, University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA 
  Editorial Board
Sarah A. Binder, George Washington University, USA
Edward G. Carmines, Indiana University, USA
James W. Ceaser, University of Virginia, USA
Daniel DiSalvo, City College, City University of New York, USA
Daniel Galvin, Northwestern University, USA
D. Sunshine Hillygus, Duke University, USA
Gary C. Jacobson, University of California, San Diego, USA
Richard G. C. Johnston, University of British Columbia, UK
Raymond J. La Raja, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA
David R. Mayhew, Yale University, USA
James Lee Ray, Vanderbilt University, USA
Byron E. Shafer, University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA
Peter N. Skerry, Boston College, USA
Paul M. Sniderman, Stanford University, USA
Laura Stoker, University of California, Berkeley, USA
Amber Wichowsky, Marquette University, USA 

        

    



                            

                        


                    
                

                
                    
                        
                            (Deutsch)
                        

                    
                
            
        

    

    
    
        

            
            
                

            

            
            


            
            




            
            
                	
                Online ISSN:
                1540-8884
            
	
                        Type:
                        Journal
                    
	
                        
                            
                                Language:
                            
                        
                        English
                    
	
                        Publisher:
                        De Gruyter
                    
	
                        First published:
                        
    May 1, 2003

                    
	
                        
                            Publication Frequency:
                            4 Issues per Year
                        
                    
	
                        Audience:
                        Professional political scientists, as well as a wide audience of anyone interested in American politics
                    



            


            
            
                
                    


    

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                
            

        


         
        

    




                

            

        

    



    

    









    
        
            
            
                
                
                    
    
        Subjects

    

                    
                        
                            
                                	Architecture and Design
	Arts
	Asian and Pacific Studies
	Business and Economics
	Chemistry
	Classical and Ancient Near Eastern Studies
	Computer Sciences
	Cultural Studies
	Engineering
	General Interest


                            

                        
                            
                                	Geosciences
	History
	Industrial Chemistry
	Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies
	Jewish Studies
	Law
	Library and Information Science, Book Studies
	Life Sciences
	Linguistics and Semiotics
	Literary Studies


                            

                        
                            
                                	Materials Sciences
	Mathematics
	Medicine
	Music
	Pharmacy
	Philosophy
	Physics
	Social Sciences
	Sports and Recreation
	Theology and Religion


                            

                        
                    

                

                
                
                    
                        
                        
                            
    
        Services

    

                            	For Journal Authors
	For Book Authors
	For Librarians
	Rights & Permissions


                        

                        
                        
                            
    
        Publications

    

                            	Publication types
	Open Access


                        

                        
                        
                            
    
        About

    

                            	Contact
	Career
	About De Gruyter
	Partnerships
	Press
	FAQs


                        

                    


                    
                    
                        
                            Social

                            	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    Facebook
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    Instagram
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    LinkedIn
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    X / Twitter
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    YouTube
                
            


                        

                        
                            [image: De Gruyter]

                            
                                
                                    [image: Open-Athens]
                                    
                                        Winner of the OpenAthens
Best Publisher UX Award 2022
                                    
                                
                            

                        

                    

                    
                    
                        
                            

                            	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    Facebook
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    Instagram
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    LinkedIn
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    X / Twitter
                
            
	
                
                    
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    YouTube
                
            


                            
                                
                                    [image: Open-Athens]
                                    
                                        Winner of the OpenAthens
Best Publisher UX Award 2022
                                    
                                
                            

                        

                    

                

                
                    

                

            

            
            
                
                    	Help/FAQ
	Privacy policy
	Cookie Policy
	Accessibility
	Terms & Conditions
	Legal Notice


                

                
                    © Walter de Gruyter GmbH 2024

                

                
                
                    [image: De Gruyter]

                

            

        

    


    





    Downloaded on 10.4.2024 from https://www.degruyter.com/journal/key/for/html




    
    
        [image: Scroll to top button]
    

    
    
    
    

    

    

    
    
    
    

    
    
        
            
        
    
    
        
    

        
    

    
        
    

    

