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To the memory of 

Philip DeArmond Curtin 
(1922–2009) 
historian of Africa and the African diaspora,  
whose work inspired the creation of the slave voyages 
database upon which this atlas is based



On this distressing subject, so revolting to every 
well regulated mind, I will add that such is the 
merciless treatment of the slaves by the persons 
engaged in the traffic that no fancy can picture 
the horror of the voyage—crowded together so 
as not to give the power to move—linked one 
to the other by the leg—never unfettered whilst 
life remains, or till the iron shall have fretted 
the flesh almost to the bone . . . breathing an 
atmosphere the most putrid and pestilential 
possible, with little food and less water. . . . It is to 
me a matter of extreme wonder that any of these 
miserable people live the voyage through; many 
of them indeed perish on the passage, and those 
who remain to meet the shore, present a picture 
of wretchedness language cannot express.

“Report on the Coast of Africa made by Captain George 
Collier, 1818 –19,” pp. 241–242, Admiralty Library 
Manuscript Collection, MSS 45, National Museum of the 
Royal Navy, Portsmouth. Published with permission of 
the National Museum of the Royal Navy, Portsmouth, 
England. We are grateful to Mary Wills for drawing this 
source to our attention. 


