
Praise for Biodiversity and Climate Change: Transforming the Biosphere

“The evidence assembled in Biodiversity and Climate Change leaps out at us like a scene from a 

3-D movie. It’s warning us—compelling us—to act. Nowhere is the science clearer or the 

facts more compelling than in this meticulously researched volume. When conservationists 

and scientists of Lovejoy’s and Hannah’s caliber warn that if we don’t press forward faster, 

we’ll see greater species extinction, more ocean acidification, more biodiversity loss, more 

strains on agriculture and fishing—let me tell you: we need to listen. This book isn’t just a 

call to heed the science; it’s a call to citizens everywhere to live up to their responsibilities 

and protect this fragile planet we share.”

—John Kerry, United States Secretary of State, 2013–2017

“Mankind’s heedless extraction and pollution of our planet’s resources is tearing apart the 

web of natural systems that has sustained our species throughout the long course of human 

development. Tom Lovejoy and Lee Hannah have assembled a book that chronicles these 

emerging ecological and climatic disasters yet gives hope that we can still help Earth’s sys-

tems heal and blunt the suffering of coming generations.”

—Sheldon Whitehouse, United States Senator for Rhode Island

“Biodiversity and Climate Change: Transforming the Biosphere serves as a comprehensive account of this 

greatest of threats to humanity’s future. It will serve both as a textbook and a call to action.”

—From the Foreword by Edward O. Wilson

“An authoritative analysis of the increasing speed and scale of climate-change impacts on 

our biodiversity, together with an illuminating set of specific ways to use our biodiversity to 

address climate change. A powerful coupling.”

—Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, 2010–2016

“In Biodiversity and Climate Change, the renowned Tom Lovejoy and Lee Hannah blend leading 

voices to form a clear case for climate action, highlighting a powerful though underutilized 

natural defense: ecosystem restoration.”

—Henry M. Paulson Jr., Chairman of Paulson Institute, and United States Secretary of the 

Treasury, 2006–2009

“Biodiversity and Climate Change lays out the latest science on the central challenges of our time. 

It is clear, comprehensive, and utterly compelling—an essential addition to the literature.”

—Elizabeth Kolbert, author of The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History



“We’ve all heard the clanging alarms about climate change. This book is an extraordinary 

scientific portrait, expert, multifaceted, and up-to-date, of how those changes are affecting 

biological diversity—upon which we humans depend, of which we are part. Don’t send to 

know for whom the bell tolls. It tolls for us.”

—David Quammen, author of The Tangled Tree: A Radical New History of Life

“Lovejoy and Hannah generate a compelling story of the species extinctions that will ac-

company ongoing, rapid changes in Earth’s climate, coupled with the unrelenting pressure 

of human population growth.”

—William H. Schlesinger, President Emeritus of the Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies

“As the global community prepares a post-2020 Global Deal for Nature, this book reminds 

us of the importance of ecosystems and nature-based solutions to advance the Paris Agree-

ment, the Sustainable Development Goals, and the 2050 Biodiversity Vision.”

—Dr. Cristiana Paşca Palmer, United Nations Assistant Secretary-General and Executive Sec-

retary of the Convention on Biological Diversity

“Come explore this comprehensive and insightful synthesis that underscores the intimately 

interconnected nature of biodiversity and climate change—its past, present, and future.”

—Jane Lubchenco, Oregon State University

“Escape to Mars is not a realistic option for any species. Lovejoy and Hannah’s assessments 

will help us chart a feasible pathway to preservation of our remarkable world.”

—James Hansen, Columbia University Earth Institute
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