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This book project was born in a moment of historic upheaval. In 
the wake of a stunning election in November 2016, we sought 
to make sense of a political maelstrom that had few analogues, but 
seemed much more than a fl eeting moment. As we developed a 
research agenda that would allow us to analyze the domestic and 
international forces afoot and propose a strategy to meet them, we 
had numerous supporters who shared in our inquiry and made our 
work possible. From the project’s inception, Jake Sullivan and Jim 
Steinberg have provided invaluable guidance, serving as intellec-
tual sounding boards, thoughtful reviewers, and tireless advocates. 
When our “Day After Trump” agenda was in its earliest days, Alex 
Lennon provided it a fi rst home in the Washington Quarterly, and 
he has continued to lend his enthusiastic support. As we began de-
veloping the contours of the new American strategy we propose in 
this book, Dan Kurtz-Phelan at Foreign Affairs was just as support-
ive, continuing to offer thoughtful feedback throughout.

Our project has also received extraordinary institutional support 
and funding. As we developed our multi-year agenda, we had a true 
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champion in Paul Gewirtz and the China Center at Yale Law 
School. Paul understood immediately what we hoped to accom-
plish and offered stalwart institutional backing and intellectual 
guidance. We were privileged to work with the Department of 
Defense’s Offi ce of Net Assessment as we conducted our domestic 
and international trend analysis, and our fi ndings benefi ted im-
mensely from Jim Baker, Andrew May, and Denise Der’s thought-
ful guidance. The later stages of our project were possible thanks to 
a generous grant from the Smith Richardson Foundation, and 
Marin Strmecki’s wise counsel.

This book, ambitious in its scope and timeline, would have been 
impossible without tremendous research assistance. For that, we 
are grateful to Tyler Bowen, Dana Stuster, and Alexa Andaya. Spe-
cial gratitude is owed to Laura Resnick Samotin and Don Casler, 
who made superb research contributions and supported this project 
for much of its duration. Finally, Kirk Lancaster helped us see this 
book to completion.

Our research proceeded in four major phases, and in each one 
we sought the input of other experts to review and strengthen our 
fi ndings. We are grateful to the thoughtful participants in our 
November 2018 workshop “Domestic and International Trends 
and the Future of American Strategy”; to the superb country ex-
perts who provided feedback on Chinese, Russian, Indian, Ger-
man, and Japanese approaches to order; to the extraordinary 
participants in our July 2019 “Grand Strategic Futures” workshop; 
and to the senior policy practitioners who provided sage counsel as 
we refi ned our strategy and policy recommendations.

At every stage, our work was buttressed by talented colleagues 
who lent their expertise and support to our initiative, including 
Emma Ashford, Beth Baltzan, Fritz Bartel, Stephen Beckwith, Hal 
Brands, Bill Burns, Jessica Chen Weiss, Matan Chorev, Tamara Cof-
man Wittes, Jared Cohen, Richard Connolley, Zack Cooper, Loren 
DeJonge Schulman, Dan Drezner, Elizabeth Economy, Charles Edel, 
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Ryan Evans, Michèle Flournoy, Bill Galston, Frank Gavin, Stacie 
Goddard, Jim Goldgeier, Zach Goldman, Stephen Hadley, Avril 
Haines, Gunther Hellmann, Susan Hennessey, Emily Holland, Mike 
Horowitz, Heather Hurlburt, Michael Hüther, Colin Jackson, Bruce 
Jentleson, Robert Jervis, Colin Kahl, Adam Liff, Rory MacFarquhar, 
Tanvi Madan, James Mattis, Chris Miller, Nuno Monteiro, Diana 
Mutz, Olga Oliker, Stewart Patrick, Radha Iyengar Plumb, Alina 
Polyakova, Chris Preble, Kirk Radke, Eric Reid, Eric Sayers, Kori 
Schake, Jackie Schneider, Robert Seamans, Adam Segal, Brad Setser, 
Sheila Smith, Paul Staniland, Constanze Stelzenmüller, Bruce Stokes, 
Matt Waxman, Tom Wright, Micah Zenko, and Philip Zelikow.

We are also indebted to the institutions that have been our profes-
sional homes during this research process. The Naval War College 
generously hosted our “Grand Strategic Futures” exercise, and Peter 
Dombrowski, Jonathan Caverley, Andrew Winner, and Rachael 
Shaffer provided superb guidance, facilitation, and logistical support 
as we designed and executed the scenario. At Yale’s China Center, 
Concetta Fusco and Robert Williams have generously housed and 
helped to administer our project with care and enthusiasm. At the 
Council on Foreign Relations, we are grateful to Elizabeth Econ-
omy, Richard Haass, James Lindsay, and the talented communica-
tions team. At Yale University Press we were fortunate to work with 
Jaya Chatterjee and Eva Skewes; Robin DuBlanc and Margaret 
Otzel provided additional editorial and production guidance.

We are incredibly fortunate to have spouses who strengthen our 
work. From their enthusiasm for the project from its inception to 
their support as we held workshops and put in late nights writing to 
their willingness to occasionally perform the duties of research as-
sistants, our book would have been impossible without Sam Lissner 
and Matthew Brest.

Our deepest gratitude extends to one another. This project 
commenced at a time of extraordinary global uncertainty, and has 
served as an intellectual anchor for us during a three-year period 
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that was otherwise disorienting for foreign policy thinkers. During 
this time, we have also weathered momentous personal change: we 
moved homes, started new jobs, welcomed three children, and lost 
beloved family members. Our work continued because of our com-
mitment to it and to one another. It is rare for two individuals to 
fi nish a coauthored project as closer friends than they were at the 
beginning; we are privileged to count each other as life-long col-
laborators and champions.

This book is dedicated to our children: Noah, Emilie, and 
Annelie. An Open World belongs to them.


